lion,  one  of  the  brochure  s  sponsors.  Whue  religious  holidays  should  be 
Haynes  and  Oliver  Thmnas,  general  treated  carefully  in  public  school 
coun^  for  the  Baptist  Joint  Conunit-  classrooms,  according  to  the  publica- 
tee  on  Public  Affairs,  served  as  the  tion,  they  can  offer  good  opportunities 
chief  spokesmen  during  a  press  con-  for  teaching  about  religions, 
ference  held  to  release  “Religion  in  “Recognition  and  information  about 
the  Public  School  Curriculum:  Ques-  such  holidays  should  focus  on  the 
tions  and  Answers,”  which  is  to  have  origin,  history  and  generally  agreed¬ 
nationwide  distribution.  They  were  upon  meaning  of  the  observances,” 
joined  by  representatives  from  some  the  brochure  advises.  “If  the  ap- 
of  the  other  sponsoring  organizations,  proach  is  ot^tive,  neither  advaiKing 


*  1  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


32,000  fill 


convention 

center 


More  than  32,000  messen¬ 
gers  filled  this  arena  and  five 
more  halls  at  the  convention 
center  in  San  Antonio  for  the 
annual  business  meeting  of 
Southern  Baptists.  The  con¬ 
vention  took  time  to  witness 
the  appointment  of  35  foreign 
missionaries,  hear  inspiring 
messages,  and  to  sing. 


‘Religion  should  have 
plac^  in  curriculum 


By  Kathy  Palm 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Religion 
should  have  a  place  in  the  public 
school  curriculum,  announced  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  14  national  religious  and  educa¬ 
tional  groups. 

The  diverse  organizations  —  which 
represent  a  broad  spectrum  of 
political  and  religious  viewpoints  — 
joined  together  to  sponsor  a  publica¬ 
tion  focusing  on  the  proper  role  of 
religion  in  the  public  school 
curriculum. 

‘*nus  publication  demonstrates  that 
people  with  widely  divergent  views 
about  many  other  issues  can  and  do 
agree  that  study  about  religion  in 
public  schools,  when  done  properly,  is 
both  constitutionally  permissible  and 
educationally  sound,”  said  Charles 
Haynes,  project  director  for 
Americans  United  Reseach  Fbunda- 


and  to  aid  educators  in  teaching  about 
religion  in  ways  that  are  “constitu¬ 
tionally  permissible,  educationally 
sound  and  sensitive  to  the  beliefs  (rf 
students  and  parents.” 

The  publication  emphasizes  the 
1960s  Supreme  Court  cases  that  rul¬ 
ed  against  state-sponsored  school 
prayer  and  Bible  reading  did  not  man¬ 
date  elimination  of  teaching  about 
religion  in  public  schools. 

On  the  issue  of  teaching  biblical 
creationism  in  public  schools,  the 
brochure  says  —  based  on  court  cases 
—  that  while  science  instruction  may 
not  endorse  or  (»x>mote  religious  doc¬ 
trine,  the  creation  account  found  in 
various  scriptures  may  be  discussed 
in  a  religious  studies  class  or  in  any 
course  that  considers  religious  ex¬ 
planations  for  the  origin  of  life. 


The  quation-and-answer  brochure 
was  deigned,  according  to  its  in¬ 
troduction,  to  assist  school  boards  in 
making  decisions  about  curriculum 


nor  inhibiting  religion,  it  can  foster 
among  students  understanding  and 
mutual  respect  within,  and  beyond  the 
local  commmunity.” 


TRIBAL  HEADDRESS  —  Victor  Kaneubbe  reminds 
Southern  Baptists  of  the  ethnic  minorities  amortg  their  ranks 
as  he  twears  an  American  Indian  headdress  to  the  podium  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  in  San  An¬ 


tonio,  lexas.  Kaneubbe.  second  vice  president  of  the  SBC  arx 
a  retired  pastor  and  missionary  from  Phoenix,  Anz.,  prestdet 
over  a  portion  of  the  meeting's  proceedings  Kaneubbe  hat 
served  in  Mississippi.  (Photo  by  Van  Payne) 
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•akjp  Since  tnev  change 

CHURCHES  SO  OFTEN, 

IS  \NE  PUT  PEEPERS  ON  THE  PASTORS 
SO  iNE'tU  KNOIN  inhere  THEY  ARE 


by  Don  McG regor 


Pray  for  the  president 


From  all  appearances,  Southern  the  local  church”  and  resolved  that  mittee  asked  for  and  received  an  ex- 
Baptists  are  s[^t  down  the  middle  At  “the  doctrine  ...  in  no  way  con-  tension  of  its  services  for  three  years 
least,  those  who  attend  conventions  tradicts  the  biblical  understanding  of  in  order  to  be  able  to  report  on  pro- 
seem  to  be.  the  role,  responsibility,  and  authority  gress4n  attaining  the  conditions  set 

Only  692  votes  separated  Jerry  of  the  pastor  . . .”  and  quotes  Heb.  forth  in  the  report. 

Vines  and  Richard  Jackson  in  their  13:17.  The  committee,  in  1967,  did  not  seek 

battle  for  the  presidency  of  the  So  the  division  of  thinking  could  be,  to  establish  a  cre^  but  mentioned  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  that  as  Jackson  pointed  out,  a  difference  diversity  among  Southern  Baptists 
was  with  30,916  votes  cast  for  the  two  in  leadership  style  with,  on  the  one  and  the  need  for  building  bridges  bet- 
men.  Vines  got  15,804,  and  Jackson’s  hand,  the  <!bncept  of  the  pastor  being  ween  the  groups, 
total  was  15,112.  the  “priest”  and  the  thought  that  all  The  entirety  of  the  short  report  of 

Two  other  men,  James  Craig  with  decisions  are  to  rest  with  him  if  they  the  committee  will  be  printed 
276  and  Anis  Shorrosh  with  82,  receiv-  are  to  be  right  apd  on  the  other  hand  elsewhere  in  the  Baptist  Record.  At 
ed  the  remainder  of  the  31,291  voto  the  concept  that  all  believers  are  this  point,  its  final  statement  will  be 
cast.  ‘  “priests”  with  the  ability  to  search  the  noted.  “We  believe  that  some  things 

Both  sides  feel  that  the  bulk  of  scriptures  for  themselves  under  the  needed  to  be  corrected  and  that  the 
Southern  Baptists  agree  with  their  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  with  momentum  for  such  correction  is 
side;  and,  very  likely,  both  sides  are  the  ability  to  approach  the  throne  of  under  way.  Now  we  have  come  to  a 
right.  If  there  had  been  any  doubt  grace  on  their  own  with  Jesus  being  time  for  healing.  Such  healing  ex- 
before,  this  convention  should  have  the  only  mediator  necessary.  ceeds  the  capability  of  a  committee 

erased  all  doubt  that  the  struggle  is  'Hiat  could  be  the  only  major  dil-  to  effect.  It  must  become  the  assign- 

not  over  theology  but  over  control  of  ference  between  the  two  groups.  And  ment  of  us  all.” 

the  convention.  The  two  men  who  led  while  the  group  in  power  for  the  last  At  the  conclusion  of  the  report, 
the  balloting  in  the  presidential  elec-  10  years  claims  to  be  seeking  to  get  Charles  Pickering  of  Mississippi,  who 
tion  are  almost  i^ntical  in  their  back  to  Southern  Baptist  “roots,”  it  cmiceived  the  idea  of  having  such  a 
theology ;  and,  more  than  likely,  they  must  be  admitted  that  the  concept  of  committee  and  who  served  as  its  vice- 
are  where  95  percent  of  Southern  Bap-  the  priesthood  of  the  believer  as  was  chairman,  was  called  on  to  honor  the 
tists  are.  Both  men  are  very  conser-  passed  at  San  Antonio  was  never  a  committee  chairman,  Charles  Fuller 
vative,  and  almost  all  Southern  Bap-  part  of  Southern  Baptist  thinking  un-  of  Roanoke,  Va. 
tists  are  the  same  til  now.  On  this  doctrine.  Southern  Adrian  Rogers,  in  his  presidenfk  ad- 

Jackson  probably  put  his  finger  on  Baptists  generally  do  not  agree  with  dress,  lashed  out  at  the  “liberals”  in 
the  issue  when,  in  a  press  conference  the  group  now  in  power.  the  convention’s  seminaries.  ’Time 

following  the  election  he  said  Ripping  the  printed  resolution  apart  others  have 

struggle  IS  over  l^^i^p  style  ^  ^  bren  asl^  to  ident^  such  “lib^.” 

concept  seemed  to  be  borne  out  later  There  always  has  been  refusal  with 

when  Resolution  Na  5  was  adopted  by  the  additional  statement  that  the 

the  convention,  again  on  a  very  close  keep  hearing  that  resolutions  Peace  Committee  records  identify 

vote.  It  was  estimated  that  10,950  not  binding  on  anyone  and  repre-  them.  The  Peace  Committee  records, 
voted  for  the  resolution  that  said  the  oijy  thinking  of  a  majority  of  however,  have  been  sealed  for  10 
doctrine  of  the  priesthood  of  the  those  present  and  voting.  This  argu-  years. 

believer  does  not  affect  the  authority  ment  was  presented  several  times  by  A.  CnsweU,  pastor  of  First 

of  the  pastor,  and  9,050  voted  against  the  resolution  committee  during  the  Church,  Dallas,  also  assailed 
it.  rlui<ii«:inn  of  RAsnIiiHnn  No  n  Yol  um>  “liberals”  in  his  Pastors’  Conference 


Baptist  beliefs  .  .  . 

The  miracle-working 

Christ 


'There  was  a  time  when  not  a  great  He  has  an  awesome  responsibility.  He 
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SBC  continues  conservative  trend 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


Messengers  to  the  1968  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  San  Antonio 
continued  the  conservative 
emergence  by  narrowly  electing  a 
president  who  had  been  touted  by  the 
conservative  camp.  Conservatives 
have  won  the  SBC  presidency  since 
1979  when  Adrian  Rogers  was  first 
elected. 

They  further  pressed  the  conser¬ 
vative  issue  with  a  resolution  that 
linked  the  “Priesthood  of  the 
Believer”  to  authority  of  the  pastor. 

Virtually  every  attempt  by 
moderates  to  nuike  changes  in  conser¬ 
vative  leaders’  recommendations  was 
swept  away,  including  motions  .to 
replace  maninees  to  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies,  and  a  move  to  restore  a  funding 
cut  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 

Also,  the  SBC  Peace  Committee 
was  disbanded  at  its  request. 

Jerry  Vines,  co-pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  was 
elected  on  the  fust  ballot  president  of 
the  SBC  over  three  other  candidates. 
The  others  were  Richard  Jackson, 
pastor  of  North  Phoenix  Church, 
Phoenix,  Ariz.;  James  Craig,  a 
layman  from  South  Tulsa  Church, 
Tulsa;  and  Anis  Shorrosh,  an 
evangelist  from  Old  Spanish  Fort 
Church,  near  Mobile 

Vines  received  15,804  votes  (50.53 
percent)  while  Jackson,  considered 
the  candidate  of  the  moderates, 
received  15,112  (48.32  percent)  or  a  692 
vote  difference  Craig  received  276 
votes  and  Shorrosh,  82. 

Only  33.15  percent  of  that  total 
voting  numbw  also  voted  in  the 
balloting  fw  second  vice  president. 

Vines  was  nominated  Ralph 
Smith,  pastor  of  Hyde  Park  Church, 
Austin,  Ite.,  who  had  just  been 
elected  president  of  the  conservative- 
dominated  SBC  Pastors’  Conference 
Jackson  was  nominated  by  (jeorge 
Harris,  pastor  of  Castle  Hills  First 
CJhurch,  San  Antonio.  Oaig  was 
nominated  by  Robert  Maples  of  First 
Church,  I^well,  N.M.  Shorrosh 
nominated  himself. 

Darrell  Robinson,  pastor  of 
Dauphin  Way  Church,  Mobile,  was 
elected  ftrst  vice  president;  and  Rudy 
Hernandez,  pastor  of  Metro  diurch, 
San  Antonio,  was  elected  second  vice 
inesident. 

The  resolution  concerning 
Priesthood  of  the  Believer,  written  by 
Resolutions  C^nunittee  (Airman 
Jerry  Sutton,  pashM*  of  Two  Rivers 
Church,  Nashville,  noted  that  the  doc¬ 
trine ‘tan  be  used  to  justify  the  under¬ 
mining  of  pasUnal  auUxxrity  in  the 
local  churdi.” 

The  resolution  stated  the  doctrine 
has  been  used  to  justify  wrongly  the 
attitude  that  a  Christian  may  believe 
whatever  he  so  chooses  and  still  be 
considered  a  loyal  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  ...” 

’The  resolution  concludes  “That  we 
affirm  the  truth  that  elders  or  pastors, 
are  called  of  Clod  to  lead  the  local 
church  (Acts  20:28).” 

In  a  25-minute  discussion, 
messengers  attempted  to  modify  or 
table  the  resdution.  Bill  Brusto'  of 
Abilene,  ’Ikx.,  said  the  resolution  sets 
(q>  ‘h  papal  system  that  Martin 
Luther  died  to  defeat.  This  is  not 


Southern  Baptist.” 

All  changes  were  defeated  and  the 
resolution  passed  by  a  hand-raising 
vote  estimated  by  convention  officials 
as  10,950  to  9,050. 

Another  resolution,  also  Resolutions 
Ck>nunittee-(Hnginated,  set  forth  a 
theological  outline  concerning  The 
Necessity  of  Salvation.  Other  resolu¬ 
tions  oi^xised  the  New  Age  Move¬ 
ment,  applauded  Pro-Life  Actions  of 
SBC  Agencies,  opposed  Exportation 
of  Alcohol  and  ’IMmcco,  and  opposed 
the  Civil  Rights  Restoration  Act  of 
1968  as  enacted. 

All  nominees  to  boards  and  agen;;^ 
cies  were  elected  as  nominat^.  Ray¬ 
mond  Bosell  of  Shreveport,  La.,  ask¬ 
ed  to  make  a  minmity  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations.  He 
wanted  to  substitute  17  persons  with 
17  who,  he  said,  were  not  so  visibly 
connected  with  the  theo-political  cem- 
troversy.  His  request  was  voted  down 
13^75  (46.8  percent)  to  14,978  (53.2 
percent), 

A  failed  attempt  was  made  to 
restore  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Public  Affeirs  $48,400  in  budget 
which  had  been  cut  by  the  SBC  Ebc- 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Jerry  Vines,  left,  co-pastor  of  First  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
was  elected  as  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Darrell  Robinson,  center,  pastor  of  Dauphin  Way  Church, 


Mobile,  was  elected  first  vice  president;  and  Rudy  Hernandez, 
right,  pastor  of  Metro  Church,  San  Antonio,  was  elected  se¬ 
cond  vice  president. 


WMU  moves  into  second  century 


By  Joe  Westbury  and  Anita  Bowden 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  Members  of 
Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  prepared  to  move  into 
their  second  century  here  while 
holding  nrmly  to  their  auxiliary 
status  and  looking  for  new  ways  to  do 
what  they  do  best  —  promote 
missions. 

In  an  caning  address,  WMU  Ex- 
ecutive  Director  C^aredyn  Weatherford 

Pastors’  conference 


of  Birmingham  reaffumied  that  the 
1.2-million-member  Southern  Baptist 
women’s  organization  would  not 
become  another  casualty  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention^  10-year 
feud  between  conservatives  and 
moderates. 

The  issue  ftrst  surfaced  during  last 
year’s  convention  when  a  messenger 
asked  Weatherford  if  WMU  would 


consider  giving  up  its  auxiliary  status 
to  become  an  agency  which  would 
receive  (Cooperative  Program  funds 
and  have  board  members  elected  by 
the  denomination. 

“If  you  have  fears  in  this  area,  I 
want  to  put  them  to  rest,”  she  told  the 
women.  “It  would  be  non-prodtKtive 
for  us  and  for  the  convention  to  change 
our  relationship  at  this  time.” 


She  also  aruiouiKed  that  the  $8 
million  debt  WMU  incurred  by 
relocating  its  headquarters  had  been 
wiped  out.  Though  its  (fentennial 
’Thank  Offering  to  retire  the  debt  on¬ 
ly  netted  half  of  its  $2  million  goal,  the 
balance  was  paid  with  funds  from  the 
operating  budget  and  the  reserve 
fund. 

'The  organization  now  turns  its  at- 
(Ckmtinued  on  page  6) 


Criswell  delivers 
fiery  indictment 


By  Ken  Camp 

SAN  ANTONIO  -  A  fiery  indict¬ 
ment  of  “the  curse  of  liberalism”  by 
W.  A.  Criswell,  former  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
highlighted  the  closing  session  of  the 
annual  Southern  Baptist  Pastors’ 
ference  here 

“Building  the  Greatest  Cliurches 
Since  Pentecost”  was  the  theme  of  the 
meeting,  which  preceded  the  SBC. 

‘The  curse  of  liberalism”  has  led  to 
the  downward  spiral  of  mainline 
denominations  and  to  the  declining 
number  of  baptisms  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
Criswell,  pastor  of  the  20,(X)(>-member 
First  Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  told  an 
estimated  16,000  preachers  at  the 
conference. 

Criswell  grouped  “liberals”  with 
“moderates”  in  the  SBC,  saying,  ”A 
skimk  by  any  other  name  still  stinks.” 

Point^  to  the  “inroads”  made  by 


and  Jim  Lowry 

liberalism  and  secularism,  Criswell 
said,  “We  have  taken  the  doctrine  of 
the  priesthood  of  the  believer  and 
made  it  to  cover  every  damnable 
heresy  you  can  imagine.” 

Criswell,  whose  church  is  the 
largest  in  the  Southern  Baptist  (Con¬ 
vention,  denied  that  on-going  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  convention  has  been 
the  cause  of  a  declining  number  of 
Southern  Baptist  baptisms. 

“They  pednt  their  fingers  and  say, . 
‘You  funiqr-dam-mentalists  are  the 
reason,’  but  it  is  not  in  our  conser¬ 
vative  fellowship  of  churches  where 
there  is  a  decline  in  baptisms,”  he 
said,  noting  a  bulletin  from  First  Bap¬ 
tist  (Church,  Jacksonville,  reporting 
152  baptisms.  Jerry  Vines,  later 
elected  SBC  president,  as  pastor. 

Criswell  called  for  a  “resurgence,  a 
recommitment,  a  regeneration” 
((Continued  on  page  6) 


PARLIAMENTARIANS  PONDER  —  Southern  Baptist  Convention  ParHamenladan 
Barry  McCarty  (center)  of  Elizabeth  City,  N.C.,  huddles  with  his  associates.  James 
T.  Dmper  Jr.  (left)  of  Euless,  Ibxas,  and  John  SuHivan  of  Shreveport,  La.  (Photo  by 
Stanley  Leary) 
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‘‘Disenfranchised”  told  to 
go  into  world,  change  it 


By  Mark  WingHeld  and  Kathy  Palen 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  “Disenfranchis¬ 
ed”  Southern  Baptists  must  admit  the 
denomination  that  they  love  has 
changed  and  find  ways  to  serve  God 
within  the  remaining  structure, 
moderates  were  advised  here,  a 
speaker  told  those  attending  the 
Southern  Baptist  Fbrum  last  week  in 
San  Antonio. 

“We  have  learned  nobody  wins  a 
fight  with  belligerent,  hostile  fun¬ 
damentalists,”  said  Alan  Neely,  who 
recently  resigned  as  professor  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C. 

‘The  only  way  to  deal  with  militant 
fundamentalists  is  to  leave  them  to. 
fight  among  themselves,”  he  said. 
“The  most  devastating  blow  that  we 
could  inflict  upon  them  is  to  cease  to 
be  their  identifi^  enemy. 

“We  cannot  engage  in  internecine 
struggle  and  at  the  same  time  address 
the  real  iHX>blems  of  our  world,”  Nee¬ 
ly  said,  referring  to  the  10-year  strug¬ 
gle  between  conservative  and 
moderate  factions. 

Although  Neely  has  announced 
plans  to  teach  at  Princeton,  he  urged 
those  at  the  Forum  not  to  withdraw 
from  the  convention. 

“The  question  ‘Are  you  going  to 
leave  the  convention?’  is  for  me  q 
moot  one,”  Neely  said.  “The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  in  its  leadership 
at  least,  has  long  since  left  me. 

“I  have  never  been  anything  but  a 
Southern  Baptist,”  he  said.  “It  never 
occurred  to  me  the  time  would  comp 


when  I  would  be  disinherited,  disen¬ 
franchised  by  my  own  family.” 

Neely  echoed  the  statements  of 
such  other  Forum  sp>eakers  as  Win¬ 
fred  Moore,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Amarillo;  Anthony  Campdo, 
an  American  Baptist  and  pitrfessor  of 
sociology  at  Elastem  College,  St. 
Davids,  Pa.;  Libby  BeUinger,  assis¬ 
tant  director  of  Inner  City  Ministries, 
Waco,  Ttexas;  Mildred  McWhorter, 
home  missionary  in  Houston,  Ifexas; 
and  Bill  Leonard,  history  professor  at 
Southern  Seminary. 

Moore  also  admitted  that  times 
have  changed  in  the  denomination. 
But  he  said  those  who  are  now  left  out 
still  can  make  positive  contributions. 

“We’re  not  d^d,  and  I’ve  got  news 
for  all  of  you  —  I’m  not  leaving,” 
Moore  said.  “I’m  not  going  away. 

“No  good  cause  will  take  care  of 
itself  if  we  leave  it  to  itself.” 

Moore  urged  the  audience  to  active¬ 
ly  pursue  their  ideals  within  the  crni- 
vention,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  their 
integrity. 

“We  are  to  attack  evil,  but  let  us 
never  be  guilty  of  trying  to  do  it  by 
making  the  Bible  say  something  it 
doesn’t  say.” 

He  said  Baptists  must  take  sides  in 
the  ccmtroversy.  “There  isn’t  aqything 
in  the  middle  of  the  road  but  a  yellow 
line  and  dead  possums,”  he  said. 
“Know  which  side  of  the  road  you’re 
on. 

Campolo  issued  a  strong  challenge 
to  Southern  Baptists 'to  get  back  to 
ministry. 

“I  den’t-know  what  you’re  arguing 
about  in  Dixieland,  but  the  real  issue 


is  are  you  going  to  love  people  that 
everyone  else  hates,”  he  said.  “You’re 
creating  a  church  that  no  one  is  going 
to  want  to  join.” 

Campolo  said  despite  Southern 
Baptists’  fight  over  the  Bible,  they 
“refuse  to  believe  what  it  says.” 
Believing  the  Bible,  he  said,  requires 
following  the  example  of  Jesus;, 
which  leads  to  a  radical  form  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  “We  have  a  duty  to  go  into  the 
world  and  change  it,”  he  said. 

Bellinger  also  encouraged 
moderates  to  remain  active  She  com¬ 
pared  the  controversy  to  a  cancer^ 
“slowly  spreading  out  its  ugly 
fingers.”  ~ 

“It  is  up  to  each  one  of  us  to  be 
engaged  in  the  search  for  a  cure”  she 
said.  “This  convention’s  election  may 
offer  a  possible  remission,  but  the 
cells  will  still  be  present  waiting  to 
spread  the  infection  out  once  again  if 
given  free  rein  to  do  qo.” 

The  Forum  celebrat^  its  fifth  year 
as  an  alternative  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Pastors’  Conference,  which, 
moderates  say,  has  become  a  plat¬ 
form  for  cons«vative  demnninational 
politics. 

George  Steincross  of  Liberty,  Ma, 
and  chairman  of  the  Forum  steering 
committee,  told  the  group  he  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  comply  with  Recommen¬ 
dation  9  of  last  year’s  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee  Report  but  got  no  reply  from  Stan 
Coffey,  president  of  the  Pastor’s 
Conference. 

Recommendation  9  asked  leaders  of 
the  Forum  and  Southern  Baptist 
Pastors’  Conference  to  explore  ways 
to  reunite  the  two  groups. 


COMMITTEE’S  FAREWELL  —  Charte* 
G.  Fuller,  chairman  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Peace  Committee  delivers  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  final  report  to  the  convention  June 
14  in  San  Antonio,  lexas.  The  committee, 
created  in  1985  to  determine  causes  of 
and  solutions  to  the  convention’s 
theological/poiitical  controversy,  recom¬ 
mended  in  San  Antonio  that  it  be  discon¬ 
tinued,  and  messengers  approved.  (Photo 
by  Van  Payne) 


Wreck  kills 
Nashville  pastor, 
wife,  child 

The  pastor  of  a  Nashville  church, 
his  wife,  and  their  two-year-old 
daughter  were  killed  on  1-55,  near 
Brookhaven  last  week  while  returning 
home  fron  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Daniel  Martin,  pastor  of  Edgefield 
Baptist  Church  in  Nashville,  his  wife, 
Patricia,  and  their  daughter,  Joy,  suf¬ 
fered  fatal  injuries  when  their  van 
flipped  over. 

The  Martins  daughter  Jessica,  12, 
had  skull  injuries  and  lacerations  but 
as  of  Monday  was  out  of  intensive  care 
at  Mississi|q>i  Baptist  Medical  Center 
and  in  a  regular  room. 

The  two  other  Martin  children 
Joshua,  10,  and  Julie,  7,  were  taken  to 
Louisville,  Ky.,  with  Martin’s  parents. 
’They  suffered  lesser  injuries. 

T^  Mississippi  Highway  Patrol  sta¬ 
tion  in  Brookhaven  told  the  Baptist 
Record  the  van,  at  about  1:45  a.m., 
June  17,  about  six  miles  south  of 
Brookhaven  on  Interstate  55,  ap¬ 
parently  became  entangled  with  the 
other  car  and  flipped  several  times, 
throwing  all  of  ^  van’s  occupants 
out.  It  was  reported  that  none  of  the 
occupants  had  been  wearing 
seatbelts.  The  mother  and  daughter 
were  dead  at  the  scene  and  the  father 
was  taken  to  Jackson  where  he  died 
later. 

While  passersby  were  helping  at  the 
scene,  a  pickup  truck  slammed  into 
another  car  stopped  at  the  accident 
scene  and  the  van,  with  a  Mississippi 
pastor  narrowly  missing  being  hit. 

That  pastor  was  John  Brock,  pastor 
of  Ackerman  Church.  He  and  his  wife, 
Katherine,  and  Allen  and  Omega 
Stephens,  were  in  their  van  also  re¬ 
turning  from  the  convention  when 
they  came  upon  the  accident  scene 
just  after  it  happened.  Stephens  is 
(Continu^  on  page  10) 


*  RtTHER  &  SON  —  Caleb  Sparks  sleeps  or)  his  daddy’s  shoulder  June  14,  on  the 
first  day  of  the^Southem  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
His  dad,  Danny  Sparks,  a  messenger  from  Thrasher  Baptist  Church  in  Booneville, 
Miss.,  joins  in  singing  a  hymn  and  is  accompartied  by  his  mom,  Mary  Lynn.  (Photo 
by  John  Mciyre) 


SBC  continues  conservative 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
ecutive.  Committee.  Henry  Green, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Co^,  Fla., 
asked  to  add  $67,460  to  the  Washington 
agency  which  would  have  restored  an 
earlier  cut  and  given  it  the  average  in¬ 
crease  provided  other  agencies  for 
1968-89. 

Bill  Harrell,  vice  chairman  of  the 
program  and  budget  subcommittee  (rf 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  told 
messengers  the  matter  was  “too  com¬ 
plicated  an  issue  to  try  and  solve  here 
with  all  these  thousands  ot  people.” 

The  day  before,  in  the  Executive 
Committee  meeting  a  similar  re¬ 
storing  attempt  was 'also  made,  by 
Nelson  Duke  of  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 
There,  Ed  Drake  of  Dallas  said  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee’s  funds  were 
cut  because  the  agency  ‘^oes  not 
reflect  the  consensus  of  the  majority 
of  Southern  Baptists”  and  because  it 
is  ‘^consistently  on  the  liberal  side”  of 
issues  in  the  nation.  The  restoring 
vote  lost  36-25. 

At  the  convention,  messengers  ap¬ 
proved  the  Executive  Committee’s 
recommendation  of  $145.6  million  for 
the  1988-89  Cooperative  Program 
budget  allocation,  a  $5.6  million  in¬ 
crease  over  1967-88. 

Charles  Fuller,  chairman  of  the 
SBC  Peace  Conunittee,  made  his  final 
report  for  the  committee,  asking  that 
it  be  disbanded.  He  “heartily”  com¬ 


mended  the  seminaries  which  he  said 
are  making  “good  progress.”  He  said 
the  Committee  “deplores”  the 
political  activities  and  counter¬ 
activities  which  are  taking  place  in 
“conscious  disregard”  of  the  Peace 
Committee’s  recommendations  which 
were  adopted  at  last  year’s  SBC 
meeting  in  St.  Louis. 

Fuller,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Roanoke,  Va.,  said  that  “Organized 
political  activity  is  not  going  to  cease, 
nor  substantially  decrease,  until  in¬ 
dividual  Southern  Baptists  on  all  sides 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  who  would 
have  us  engage  in  divisive,  destriKtive 
politics.”  He  said  the  important  call 
to  hear  is  to  win  a  world  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

Fuller  said  the  Peace  Committee 
members  learned  people  can  grow  in 
mutual  respect  and  love  even  if  they 
cannot  change  one  another  in  doc¬ 
trinal  matters. 

He  said  the  denomination  was  still 
together  though  other  denominations 
had  not  been  so  fortunate,  that  it  is 
time  for  a  healing,  and  and  that  such 
healing  exceeds  the  capabilities  of  the 
Peace  Committee  to  effect.  Fuller 
said  the  committee  recommended 
unanimously  they  be  discharged. 
Messengers  voted  unanimously  theie 
approval. 

Charles  Pickering,  a  layman  from 
First  Church.  Laurel,  Miss.,  and  vice- 


chairman  of  the  Peace  Committee, 
then  said  the  committee  instructed 
that  he  “request  this  convention  to 
jmn  ...  in  expressing  our  affection  for 
and  appreciation  of  Dr.  Charles  Fuller 
for  the  extreme  fairness,  the  great  pa¬ 
tience,  and  gentle  (Christian  spirit 
which  he  has  demonstrated  these  past 
three  years.” 

Messengers  defeated  a  proposal  to 
limit  parliamentarians  to  being 
members  of  cooperating  churches  of 
the  convention.  Current  parliamen¬ 
tarian,  Barry  McCarty,  is  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  Christ. 

And  the  Committee  on  Order  of 
Business  ruled  out  of  order  a  motion 
by  Ken  MassQr  of  Marks,'  Miss.,  which 
would  have  replaced  members  of  the 
Public  Affairs  Committee  who  voted 
to  dissolve  SBC  ties  with  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee 

Morris  Chapman,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Wichita  F^Us,  Tex.,  was 
elected  to  preach  the  convention  ser¬ 
mon  next  year  in  Las  Vegas,  which 
meets  June  13-15.  And  David  Miller, 
director  of  missions  for  the  Little  Red 
River  Association  in  Heber  Springs, 
Ark.,  was  elected  alternate  preacher, 
with  John  McKay,  music  evangelist 
from  Keller,  Tex.,  convention  music 
director. 

Larry  (Coleman  of  North  Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  nominated  “Hastings  Sehested,” 
(Continued  on  page  7) 
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Women  told 
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Southern  Baptist  Women  in  Ministry,  variety  of  gifts,  but  share  the  gift  of  unique  gifts  will  waste  away,”  Mrs. 

Featured  speaker  Jann  Aldredge  prophecy.  Clanton  said.  “Pn^jhetic  leadership  is 

Clanton  told  a  group  of  more  than  150  “A  prophet  goes  out  ahead  and  not  delegated,  it  is  assumed  ....  We 
women  and  several  men  at  Manor  shows  the  way,  even  when  the  way  cannot  wait  for  official  authorization 
Baptist  Church  that  “we  are  prophets  may  be  difficult  or  dangerous,”  Mrs.  or  approval.  Our  message  is  too 
because  we  can  imagine  what  is  yet  Clanton  said.  “Perhaps  we  feel  un-  urgent,  our^fts  are  too  precious,  our 
be.  comfortable  with  this  prophetic  gift,  vision  is  too  compelling. 

“I  envision  the  day  when  Southern  Maybe  we  even  feel  frightened  by  it.  “We  can  defer  our  dream  no  longer,” 
Baptists  recognize  that  God  But  the  crucial  issue  is  wheUier  we  the  speaker  declared.  “By  faith  Irtiis 
distributes  gifts  according  to  grace,  claim  this  gift  of  prophecy  and  exer-  prophecy  our  dream  to  reality.” 
not  gender,”  said  Mrs.  Clanton,  assis-  cise  it  by  faith. 

tant  pastor  and  minister  to  family  life  “We  live  in  a  critical  time  in  the  .  a  business  session.  Women 

at  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church  history  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  Ministry  membere  elected  new  of- 
in  Waco,  Texas.  vention.  The  need  for  prophetic  ^**^®*^  steering  committee 

Mrs.  Clanton  noted  she  envisions  a  leadership  is  ur^nt  and  compelling.”  *ncn>bers,  and  voted  on  a  constitu- 
day  “when  wmien  and  men  serve  side  “Our  denomination  desperately  tional  amendment  and  several 
by  side  in  the  ministry  —  including  needs  leaders  who  will  speak  in  a  dif-  ***®t‘o**s- 

the  pastorate;  when  we  see  women  ferent  voice,  a  voice  that  affirms  the  Betty  McGary,  minister  to  adults  at 
and  men  serving  equally  on  all  our  gifts  (rf  all  God’s  children;  a  vrace  that  South  Main  Church,  Houston,  Texas, 
boards  and  agencies ;  when  we  can  go  proclaims  liberty  for  the  oppressed ;  was  named  president  of  the  organiza- 
to  our  Southern  Baptist  Convention  a  voice  that’s  indeed  good  news  to  the  tion.  Other  officers  include  Phyllis 
meetings  and  thrill  to  the  rich  har-  poor;  a  voice  that  calls  for  servant  —  Pleasants,  a  student  in  church  history 
mony  of  male  and  female  voices  from  not  authoritarian  —  leaders ;  a  voice  at  Southern  Seminary,  vice  president ; 
the  pulpit  as  well  as  the  choir;  when  of  cooperation,  not  competition  in  Ginger  Barfield,  minister  of  youth  and 
we  can  walk  into  any  Southern  Bap-  ministry;  a  voice  of  peace,  not  war.”  young  adults  at  St.  John’s  Baptist 
tist  church  and  be  greeted  by  deacons  Mrs.  Clanton  said  all  Southern  Bap-  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C.,  secretary ; 
—  female  as  well  as  male,  black  as  tist  women  in  ministry  roles  long  for  Donna  Charlton-Starkes,  associate 
well  as  white;  when  we  teach  our  girls  the  day  when  the  term  “minister”  pastor  of  Tropicana  Christian 
that  they  are  just  as  truly  in  the  im-  equally  designates  male  and  female.  Fellowship  Church,  Las  Vegas,  Nev., 
age  of  God  as  boys.”  “But  we  are  not  there  yet,”  she  said,  treasurer;  Nancy  Cole,  minister  of 

Mrs.  Clanton,  a  Southern  Baptist,  “At  this  point,  our  very  presence  as  music  at  Hanley  Road  Baptist 
reminded  the  audience  their  pro-  ministers  is  prophecy.  The  very  ex-  Church,  St.  Louis,  Ma,  program  coor- 
phetic  imaginations  should  compel  istence  of  Southern  Baptist  Women  in  dinator;  and  Pat  Bailey,  assistant  pro- 
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By  Tim  Nicholas 

“Don’t  panic,”  was  the  advice  the  conservative  cause  which  helped 

Richard  Jackson  offered  to  those  who  ^et  Vines  elected.  ^  \  jr 

supported  his  unsuccessful  candidacy  “If  tH§  man  from  Houston  would  \ 
for  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  quit  holding  press  conferences  —  he's 

Convention.  held  four  today  —  and  if  Dr.  Patterson  ^  ^ 

“There  is  bound  to  be  somebody  would  go  run  that  school,  they’d  do  Dr.  \  ^ M 

better  than  me  ...  I  just  pray  we  Vines  a  favor,”  said  Jackson.  ||  Jk 

don’t  miss  his  (God’s)  sovereignty  for  Jackson,  supported  by  moderate  A  \  f 

us,”  he  said.  He  said  he  would  not  join  leaders  of  the  convention,  said  that  .  T  >; 

any  splinter  group  and  that  he  would  the  difference  between  himself  and 

probably  not  be  nominated  as  presi-  Vines,  who  won  as  {x^sident  with  50.53  B  ^ 

dent  again.  Jackson  has  been  percent  of  the  first  ballot,  that  of 
nominated  four  times.  leadership  style,  not  theology.  “We 

“Don’t  give  up  on  the  Southern  Bap-  both  believe  the  Bible  is  without  er-  ^H^BBB 

tist  Convention,”  he  said.  “Love  Dr.  ror,”  he  said  of  Vines.  MINISTERS’  WIVES  —  The  Conference  of  Southern  Baptist  Ministers’  Wives  held 

Vines,  make  him  the  best  president.  “Manipulation”  be  said  is  what  its  annual  luncheon  during  the  first  day  of  the  June  14-16  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
I  believe  be  is  a  godly  man.”  marks  the  planning  of  the  SBC  tion  annual  meeting  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  New  officers  of  the  organization  are  (from 

Jackson  was  asked  about  the  nowadays.  “It  was  unthinkable  20  left)  June  (Mrs.  Ernie)  Myers  of  Reno,  Nev.,  secrearyAreasurer;  Beverly  (Mrs.  L.  J.) 
leadership  of  Judge  Paul  Pressler  of  years  ago  that  a  small  group  of  peo-  McLeroy  of  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  vice  president;  Mary-Ann  (Mrs.  David)  Drumel  of  Mem- 
Houston  and  Paige  Patterson,  head  of  pie  would  get  together  and  try  to  work  phis,  lenn.,  corresponding  secretary;  and  Joy  (Mrs.  James)  Yates  of  Yazoo  City,  Miss., 
Oiswell  (IV>llege  in  Dallas  in  directing  out  plans  and  strategies  for  the  SBC.”  president.  (Photo  by  Stanley  Leary) 
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Vines  objects  to  being  called  fundamentalist 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Newly-elected  Southern  Baptist  Baptists  in  the  face  and  appoint  believes  no  Southern  Baptist  has  been 

Convention  Jerry  Vines  said  he  anyone  who  believes  there  are  errors  disenfranchised.  As  long  as  Southern 

wanted  to  “issue  a  call  for  a  renewed  in  the  Bible.”  Baptists  have  “an  opportunity  to  vote, 

commitment  on  our  part  to  winning  Said  Vines,  “As  I  understand  it,  the  they  are  not  disenfranchised”  he  said, 
people  to  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Peace  Committee  recognized  that  Asked  if  he  would  appoint  known 
Christ.”  within  the  parameters  which  have  to  moderates  to  posts  within  the  SBC, 

Vines,  co-pastor  of  First  Baptist  do  with  the  nature  of  the  Bible  there  Vines  simply  referred  to  earlier  com-  Vines  said  that  a  criterion  for  ap- 
C^urch,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  echoed  is  a  great  deal  of  latitude  and  room  for  ments  about  appointments.  pointing  persons  to  leadership  posi- 

outgoing  president  Adrian  Rogers’  differences  of  interpretation.  He  add-  Vines  objected  to  being  called  a  fun-  tions  will  be  Cooperative  Program 

claims  to  use  his  office  to  appoint  to  ed  that  agreement  is  not  necessary  damentalist,  saying  it  has  pejorative  giving  of  that  person’s  church.  He  said 
leadership  positions  in  the  SBC  “the  “once  we  have  establislvd  the  connotations.  He  said  he  believes  in  that  of  the  $8  million  budget  of  his 
very  best  S^them  Baptists.”  parameters  that  the  Bible  has  truth  the  fundamentals  of  the  faith  but  “If  chuifh,  its  Cooperative  Program  giv- 

He  said  that  the  denomination  had  without  any  mixture  of  error  for  its  you  mean  by  the  term  that  I  am  ing  has  increased  by  $50,000  to 
set  “parameters”  for  leadership  (in  matter.”  '  legalistic,  nonloving,  and  judgmental,  $250,000,  or  2.7  percent.  He  said  in  the 

the  Peace  Committee  report  adopted  Vines  said  his  purpose  is  “not  to  ex-  I  do  not  respond  to  that  term.”  '  past  seven  year  Llooperative  Program 

in  1987).  “I  could  not  look  Southern  elude,  but  to  include  and  that  he  Noting  that  his  church  does  not  giving  has  increased  257  percent. 


have  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  or 
Brotherhood  organizations.  Vines  said 
that  on  'Tuesday  mornings  women  go 
out  two  by  two  for  community  witness, 
as  do  men  on  IXiesday  evenings. 
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Criswell  delivers 
fiery  indictment 


SYMBOLIC  PROTEST  —  Standing  in  front  of  the  Alamo,  Texas’  shrine  to  freedom, 
W.  Randall  Lolley  leads  about  200  Southern  Baptists  in  tearing  apart  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  1988  Resolution  No.  5,  on  the  doctrine  of  the  priesthood  of  the  believer.  He 
called  the  resolution  —  which  said  the  doctrine  has  been  used  wrongfully  to  justify 
non-Baptist  beliefs  and  undermine  pastoral  authority  —  the  “most  non-Baptist  docu¬ 
ment  I’ve  over  seen.”  (Photo  by  John  McTyre) 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
enters  second  century 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
tention  to  the  Second  Century  Fund, 
an  endowment  drive  launched  at  the 
Richmond  centennial  observance  to 
assure  the  development  of  future 
missions-minded  WMU  leaders. 

In  other  money  matters,  Weather¬ 
ford  lamented  the  erosion  in 
Cooperative  Program  giving  and  the 
marginal  increase  in  gifts  to  annual 
home  and  foreign  missions  offerings. 

The  average  contribution  from 
churches  to  the  Lkwperative  Program 
(unified  giving  plan),  is  only  8  per¬ 
cent,  she  said,  and  is  declining  slight¬ 
ly  each  year. 

“Church  WMU  organizations  need 
to  impact  that  figure  to  change  it,”  she 
said. 

At  times,  WMU  wiU  work  with  other 
SBC  agencies  to  accomplish  the  task, 
said  Weatherford. 

The  organization  re-elected  na¬ 
tional  presiflent  Marjorie  McTXiDough 
of  Alexandria,  La.,  and  national  re¬ 
cording  secretary  Pattie  Dent  of  Hol¬ 
ly  Springs.  Miss.,  to  their  third  of  five 
possible  consecutive  terms. 

Following  a  theme  of  moving  for¬ 
ward,  WMU  leaders  and  speakers 
challenged  the  women  to  see  the  mis¬ 
sions  needs  around  them  and  look  for 
innovative  appiViaches  to  missions 
work. 

A  film  on  the  history  of  WMU,  “Go 
Forward;  The  Story nf  WMU,”  show¬ 


ed  an  elderly  Annie  Armstrong,  first 
WMU  leader,  remembering  the  strug¬ 
gles,  triumphs  and  disappointments 
of  the  early  days  of  WMU. 

Mildred  McWhorter,  a  home  mis¬ 
sionary  working  in  the  slums  of 
Houston,  told  story  after  story  of 
children  and  adults  who  need  physical 
help  and  the  special  love  of  (Wrist’s 
“living  water.” 

Eklna  Lee  de  Guiterrez,  president  of 
the  Women’s  Department  of  Baptist 
World  Alliance  in  Mexico  City, 
reported  that  Baptist  women  around 
the  world  are  limited  in  their  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  serve. 

She  told  of  a  conversation  with  a 
pastor  in  Asia  where  she  learned  the 
women  of  his  church  were  involved  in 
deacon-type  work.  But  they  are  not  or¬ 
dained  and  hold  no  official  position 
within  the  church.  “In  other  words, 
the  women  do  the  work,  but  do  not 
receive  the  recognition.”  she  said. 

But  she  has  a  vision  of  a  day  when 
Baptist  women  will  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  serve  as  their  gifts  have 
equipped  them  and  as  (3od  has  call¬ 
ed  them. 

Bill  O’Brien,  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  urged  WMU  members 
to  maintain  their  passion  for  missions. 

“I  also  pray  that  your  passion  for 
missions  will  be  increasingly  em¬ 
bodied  according  to  your  spiritual 
gifts  and  hot  your  gender,”  he  said. 


((Continued  from  page  3)  they  did  no 

among  Southern  Baptists.  spired  woi 

“Td  my  great  sorrow,  we  are  losing  “No  won 
our  message  of  salvation  to  the  Lef^puttl 
liberals,  the  secularists,  and  the  Lee  said, 
humanists,  and  finally  to  the  atheists  grams.  It 
and  the  infidels,”  he  said.  powerless 

Criswell  compared  the  sure  word  of  ^ 

salvation  offered  to  a  prostitute  who  ^ 

visited  First  Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  ^ 

with  the  response  he  claimed  she 
would  have  received  at  mwe  liberal 
churches.  ches  needs 

Elsewhere,  he  said,  she  would  have 
been  counseled  to  get  an  abortion,  to  ®**®*®^  ® 
use  “condoms  and  rubbers”  in  the  authontyc 
future,  or  to  simply  accept  herself 
because  her  promiscuity  is  an  accep-  f  ^ 
table  lifestyle.  t®  d®  the  v 

“That  is  modem  liberalism,”  said 
Criswell.  “It  is  everywhere.” 

Evangelist  Bailey  Smith,  of  Atlan-  ^ 

ta,  another  former  SBC  president,  J^ingcon 
challenged  preachers  to  stand  against  . 

formalism,  secularism,  and 
liberalism.  Smith  said  churches  in 
America  face  a  crisis  of  apathy  and  ^  “ 

of  cold  formalism.  ®  marmer 

me,  he  sai 

“You  cannot  marry  high  chufeh  Ih^rrhetc 
music  and  a  burden  f<w  souls,”  he  said,  when  I  see  i 
observing  that  liturgy  leads  to  when  I  heai 
lethargy.  Paige  Pa 

Smith  warned  against  the  crisis  of  Criswell  Ce 
liberalism,  comparing  the  choice  bet-  Dallas,  add 
ween  theological  conservatism  and  preaching  i 
liberalism  to  a  choice  between  health  “If  we  wa 
and  cancer.  He  admonished  Southern  tion,  we  wil 
Baptist  preachers  never  to  com-  promise,  bu 
promise  with  the  forces  of  liberalism  at  the  foot 
and  secularism..'  said. 

“Every  problem  in  this  country  ’Tom  Ellif 
could  be  laid  at  the  feet  of  a  com-  Baptist  Cl 
promising  pulpit,”  Smith  said.  likewise  chi 

Numerous  speakers  explored  possi-  preachers  i 
ble  reasons  for  the  declining  number  broad-shou 
of  baptisms  in  Southern  Baptist  blood  of  Je 
Churches  In  the  < 

Freddie  Gage,  evangelist  from  Pastors’  C 
Euless,  Texas,  rejected  the  motion  standard-! 
that  the  declining  number  of  baptisms  Southern  B. 
are  due  to  controversy.  against  th< 

“That  is  absurd.  That  is  a  society, 
scapegoat.”  he  said.  Gage  said  the  “Sometin 
solution  to  the  problem  of  a  drop  in  others  are  i 
baptisms  is  for  “Southern  Baptist  said  the  fiei 
seminaries  to  crank  out  soul-winners.”  tians  “fit  ai 
Gage  lambasted  those  whom  he  Ralph  Sn: 
termed  “pussyfooting  preachers”  who  Baptist  Chi 
refuse  to  use  the  word  “inerrant”  to  elected  pres 
describe  Scripture.  ference.  Smi 

“If  you  can’t  use  God’s  word,  you’ve  Elliff,  defe 
got  a  spiritual  problem.”  he  said.  “I’d  Powell,  past 
rather  be  a  fool  on  fire  than  a  scholar  CTurch,  TVI 
®n  ice.”  Rob  Zinn, 

Richard  Lee,  pastor  of  Rehoboth  tist  Church 
Baptist  Church,  Tucker,  Ga.,  cited  a  was  electe 
survej’  conducted  by  Western  Reserv’e  Ferguson, 
University  in  which  57  percent  of  the  Church,  D« 
Baptist  clergymen  interviewed  said  secretary-ti 

Southern  Baptist  Alliance 


they  did  not  believe  the  Bible  is  the  in¬ 
spired  word  of  God. 

“No  wonder  our  baptisms  are  down. 
Let’s  put  the  blame  where  it  belongs,” 
Lee  said.  “It’s  not  politics  or  pro¬ 
grams.  It’s  puny  preaching  from 
powerless  pulpits  by  who  don’t 
believe  the  word  of  God.” 

Charles  Stanley,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
former  SBC  president,  said  that 
pastors  wanting  to  build  great  chur¬ 
ches  need  a  strong  awareness  of  their 
accountability  to  Ckxi;  a  preaching 
ministry  bas^  on  the  unquestioned 
authority  of  the  Bible;  personal  self- 
discipline;  ability  to  endure  hardship; 
and  willingness  to  fulHU  their  calling 
to  do  the  work  of  an  evangelist. 

Morris  Chapman,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Witchita  Falls,  'I^xas, 
called  for  a  Christ-like  spirit  in  main¬ 
taining  convictions  about  the  word  of 
God. 

“I  will  never  change  my  conviction 
about  the  word  of  (jod,  but  as  I  stand 
for  what  I  believe,  may  I  stand  in  such 
a  manner  people  will  see  Jesus  in 
me,”  he  said.  “My  heart  breaks  when 
I  hear  rhetoric  bouncing  off  the  walls; 
when  I  see  sensational  headlines;  and 
when  I  hear  character  assassination.” 

Paige  Patterson,  president  of  the 
Criswell  Chnter  for  Biblical  Studies  in 
Dallas,  addressed  the  importance  of 
preaching  the  atonement  of  Christ. 

“If  we  want  peace  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  we  will  have  it  not  through  com¬ 
promise,  but  in  the  peace  that  is  found 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross,”  Patterson 
said. 

’Tom  Elliff,  pastor  of  First  Southern 
Baptist  Church,  Del  City,  Okla., 
likewise  challenged  Southern  Baptist 
preachers  to  “stand  flat-footed  and 
broad-shouldered”  preaching  the 
blood  of  Jesus. 

In  the  closing  address  of  the 
Pastors’  Conference,  conservative 
standard-bearer  Vines  asked 
Southern  Baptist  preachers  to  stand 
against  the  pressures  of  modem 
society. 

“Sometimes  it’s  hard  to  stand  when 
others  are  stooping.”  he  said.  Vines 
said  the  fiery  trial  of  life  make  Chris¬ 
tians  “fit  and  prepared  for  his  use.” 

Ralph  Smith,  pastor  of  Hyde  Park 
Baptist  Church,  Austin,  Texas,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Pastqrs’  Con¬ 
ference.  Smith,  who  was  nominated 
Elliff,  defeated  fellow  Texan  Paul 
Powell,  pastor  of  Green  Acres  Baptist 
CTurch,  TVler. 

Rob  Zinn,  pastor  of  Immanuel  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  San  Bernardino,  Llalif., 
was  elected  vice  president.  Rick 
Ferguson,  pastor -of  First  Baptist 
(Church,  DeSoto,  Mo.,  was  elected 
secretary-treasurer. 


Controversy 

Capsules 

Compiled  by  ’Tim  Nicholas 

'These  capsules  are  designed  to  ex¬ 
pend  less  of  the  Baptist  Record  space 
than  has  been  given  in  the  past  to  the 
SBC  controversy.  These  items  were  in 
hand  before  the  SBC  meeting  in  San 
Antonio.  Other  stories  of  a  political 
nature  are  reported  as  SBC  business 
items.  Perhaps  this  will  be  the  last  of 
such  pieces  necessary.  Perhaps  not. 

Lolley  “popped  ofP’ 

Randall  LoUey,  former  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  says  he 
regrets  suggesting  withholding  of 
(Cooperative  Program  financing  is  the 
only  way  to  send  a  signal  he  disap¬ 
proves  of  the  leadership  policies  of 
Jerry  Vines,  SBC  then-presidential 
contender,  and  Larry  Lewis,  HMB 
president. 

Lolley  had  earlier  said  “I’ll  be  dang- 
ed  if  I’m  going  to  send  . . .  Larry 
Lewis  any  more  money  to  disenfran¬ 
chise  churches  that  choose  to  call 
women  as  preachers,  divorced  per¬ 
sons  as  pastors,  or  have  a  pastor  who 
has  the  gift  of  speaking  in 
tongues . . .” 

He  said  June  4  that  he  hadn’t 
thought  about  the  way  missiemaries 
might  react  to  his  comments.  He  said 
if  he  has  any  influence  as  a  pastor 
their  lifeline  will  not  be  cut  and  he  has 
no  plan  to  suggest  to  his  church,  FBC, 
Raleigh,  that  it  cut  (CP  funding.  He  did 
say  the  question  needs  to  be  dealt 
with.  T 

Videotape  “Misused” 

When  SBC  President  Adrian  Rogers 
held  a  news  conference  in  February 
along  with  Jimmy  Draper  and  Bailey 
Smith,  they  asked  the  Sunday  School 
Board  to  videotape  it. 

The  conference,  which  dealt  with  a 
positimi  paper  called  “A  Conservative 
Southern  Baptist  Affirmation,”  was 
called  to  “clarify”  the  agendas  of 
Rogers  and  the  recent  SBC  presidents. 

Now  that  tape,  combined  with 
segments  on  FBC  Dallas  Pastor  W.A. 
Criswell,  motivational  speaker  and 
former  SBC  vice  president  Zig  Ziglar, 
North  (Carolina  Judge  Sam  Currin, 
and  Richard  Land  of  Criswell  Bible 
College,  is  being  sold  through  the  in¬ 
dependent  Baptist  Advocate 
newspaper.  All  of  these  people  are 
identified  with  the  theo-political 
movement  of  recent  years.  It  was  sold 
during  a  recent  speaking  engagement 
of  Jerry  Vines,  who  was  to  be  this 
week  a  candidate  for  SBC  president. 
Vines  said  he  was  unaware  of  its  sale 
at  his  meetings. 

Lloyd  Householder,  director  of  com¬ 
munication  for  the  Sunday  School 
Board,  said  it  was  being  used  for 
political  purposes.  Paul  Pressler,  a 
judge  from  'Texas  who  put  the  tape 
together,  said  it  was  not  political. 


‘We  do  not  have  any  plan  .  .  .  to  force  a  spirit’ 


“We  do  not  have  any  secret  plan  or 
hidden  agenda  to  force  a  split  in  the 
SBC,”  said  John  Thomason  president 
<rf  the  Southern  Baptist  Alliance  after 
Jerry  Vines  won  election  of  the  SBC. 

In  a  press  conference.  Thomason, 
pastor  of  Northminster  Baptist 
(Church  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  Alan 
Neely,  acting  executive  dirKtor  of  the 


By  Tim  Nicholas 
Alliance,  spoke  to  the  press. 

“All  we  can  be  is  a  sanctuary.”  said 
Neely  of  the  organization  which  has 
43  churches  as  members  and  2,300  in¬ 
dividual  members.  He  also  said  that 
it  “remains  to  be  seen”  whether  a 
“denominational  birthing  stage”  has 
beenreached.  “I  do  not  see  immediate¬ 
ly  the  Southern  Baptist  Alliance 


becoming  a  rival  for  the  SBC,”  he 
said. 

He  said  the  Alliance  is  not  pro¬ 
moting  defunding  anything,  but  since 
the  Baptist  Joint  (Committee  had  been 
reduc^  in  funding  that  morning  by 
some  $48,000,  “the  Alliance  is 
prepared  to  a  channel  for  funds  to 
(Continued  on  page  7) 
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by  Anne  Washburn  'Williams 


Edward  Rogers  Campbell 


Kin  to  LoUie  Moon 


A  *  ed  her  oicture  with  the  bin  Edward  R.  CampbeU,  a  geologist.  ^ '"8  “  **  true  that  we  are  to  make  disciples. 

Anotl^r  letter  came  re^nUy  from  died  of  cancer,  in  D^as,  T^.^v-  but  we  are  also  to  be  disciples.  This  confrontation  involves 

Bruce,  from  Kate  (Mrs.  Dale)  Can-  caugm  at  age  w.  Purney  and  three  ^B^Ui^Mapersondesiringtotally  tobeusedofGod.butalsoby  the 

non.  Ste  said  she  wwhed  that  she  she  had  been  seriously  ill  since  children.  Don,’ Cindy,  and  Ashley.  He  Hk  A  person  surrendering  his  life  to  God.  One  thing  that  seems 

could  have  gone  to  Richmond  to  the  January  of  this  year  and  had  was  the  son  <rf  Mrs.  Eunice  CampbeU  ^“  ■^^tohappensoofteninlifeisthefactthatmanyarenotwjU- 
WMU  centennial  celebration.  “I  wish  celebrated  her  90th  birthday  on  a  former  business  manager  of  the  i^»etter  ing  to  be  faithful  disciples.  In  Luke  14  26  we  find  that  many 

I  could  have  been  there,”  she  wrote,  February  17.  She  and  the  late  Luther  Baptist  Record  who  had  also  been  on  decided  not  to  follow  Christ  on  a  full  time  basis.  We  need  people  all  over  this 

‘^nd  have  worn  my  tpother’s  wedding  hUI  got  married  on  September  16.  the  staff  at  Gulfshore  and  Glorieta.  ^"d  country  to  confront  this  call  of  discipleship.  Jesus  said  simply,  yet 
dre^,  1886  vintage  She  was  president  1915  Besides  Louise  they  had  two  During  World  War  II  he  was  in  the  profoundly.  Follow  me. 

of  the  first  WMU  here  at  Bruce  when  daughters  and  two  sons,  Evelyn  Navy,  serving  in  the  Pacific.  His  late  H  Count  the  cost  of  discipleship  —  Counting  the  cost  of  discipleship  involves 

the  church  was  organized,  and  since  Roynell.  L.  D.,  and  Philip.  father;  E.  &  CampbeU,  was  a  minister.  Christian  must  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  Christ,  (James 

Lottie  Moon  is  in  my  lineage ‘on  my  ’  The  funeral  was  in  Dallas.  4:4, 1  John  2:14,  Romans  12:2);  committed  to  the  work  of  Christ;  and  carry- 

father’s  side’  and  he  was  one  of  the  After  Louise’s  husband.  Malcolm  F.  ing  the  blessed  cross  of  Christ. 

(first)  three  deacons  of  the  church  Miller,  died,  Louise  moved  to  her  Mrs-  Eunice  Campbell,  though  Driving  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  last  week.  I  noticed  several  fence 
here,  you  can  see  why  your  article  (‘A  parents’  home.  She  care()  for  her  '1‘etired  for  a  good  many  years,  has  posts  stacked  on  the  side  of  the  road.  Even  though  these  posts  were  not  in 
TVip  I’U  Never  Forget’)  was  of  interest  father  when  he  became  iU,  and  after  continued  hrbe  a  cherished  friend,  anyone’s  way  and  were  not  causing  any  major  conflicts  in  life,  the  truth  is 
to  me.”  his  death,  she  remained  there,  she  and  She  lives  now  at  the  Manhattan  that  they  were  not  fulfiUing  the  purpose  that  they  were  intended  to  fulfiU.  'These 

her  mother  providing  companionship  Health  Care  Center,  4540  Manhattan  posts  were  not  doing  anything! 

for  each  other.  On  my  visits  with  them  Road,  Jackson  39206  (phone  961-1087).  There  have  been  times  in  my  life  that  I  simply  had  not  counted  the  cost 
Winnie  Stokes  Hill  j  always  found  good  food  and  After  she  moved  there  from  Azalea  of  discipleship.  I  really  might  not  have  been  doing  anything  that  was  grossly 

abundant  hospitality.  Christian  Manor,  she  transferred  her  immoral  or  wrong  in  the  eyes  of  men,  but  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  was  be- 

Last  Friday  I  got  a  letter  from  my  ,  membership  from  the  Ridgecrest  ing  done  in  my  life  that  would  further  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  nor  bring  glory 

good  friend,  L^mise  Hill  Miller,  a  When  I  last  saw  Mrs.  Hill  on  the  Baptist  Cliurch  to  Broadmoor  Baptist  to  the  name  of  Christ.  Jesus  taught  that  we  must  confront  the  call  of 

former  worker  in  the  state  Church  morning  of  April  18,  I  said  to  her,  “I  Church.  Her  daughter,  Su  McLain,  discipleship,  count  the  cost  of  discipleship,  and  celebrate  the  confidence  of 

Training  department.  She  said,  “I’m  love  you.”  For  a  moment,  the  familiar  formerly  of  Vicksburg,  received  a  discipleship.  ^ 

sure  you  have  heard  that  Mother  pass-  twinkle  sparkled  in  her  eyes  and  she  degree  in  theology  last  year  from  the  III.  Celebrate  the  confidence  of  discipleship  —  When  we  put  all  our  faith 

ed  away  June  7  about  6  pm.”  Iliat  was  said,  “I’m  glad.  I  love  you,  too.”  Presbyterian  seminary  in  Louisville,  and  trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus  we  then  realize  the  indescribable  calm  assurance 
sad  news  for  me,  for  her  mother  was  Remember  the  old  song,  “Brighten  Ky.,  and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  that  comes  when  we  see  that  God  is  in  control.  How  wonderful  it  is  to  think 
one  of  the  dearest,  sweetest  people  I  the  corner  where  you  are”?  Mrs.  Hill  She  is  now  associate  pastor  of  the  how  God  is  not  only  in  cwitrol  but  whe>  w»  are  submitted  to  him,  he  is  glorified 

have  ever  known.  She  had  such  a  was  one  who  always  brightened  her  Whitehaven  Presbyterian  C!hurch  in  and  we,  his  servants,  are  blessed 

great  sense  of  humor  that  a  few  hours  corner.  Memphis.  Terrv  l,edbetter  is  pastor.  Pine  Grove.  Dumas. 


Bertha  Smith 
dies  at  99 


Messengers  continue 


(Continued  from  page  6)  gifts  to  the  agencies.  ‘This  can  be  a 
replace  or  at  least  supplement  those  severe  restructuring  of  funds  unless 
funds.”  nioderates  are  given  a  chance  “to 

Neely  added  that  any  woman  other-  serve,”  he  said, 
wise  qualified  for  pastel  aid  support  Thomason,  who  said  he  is  a  biblical 
by  the  Home  Mission  Board  which  conservative,  said  that  he  feels  some 
will  not  fund  women  for  that  work,  encouragement.  “People  of  our  per- 
can  expect  some  funding  from  the  suasion  are  not  a  small  minority.  He 
Alliance  said  he  would  not  recommend  North- 

Neely,  who  is  leaving  his  teaching  minster  church  simply  cut  out  giving 
job  at  Southeastern  Seminary  for  one  to  the  Cooperative  Program.  That 
at  Princeton,  said  that  churches  would  be  hurting  the  innocent  as  well 
across  the  SBC  are  reassessing  their  as  the  guilty”  he  said. 

Southern  Baptist  Alliance 

(Continued  from  page  4)  vote  would  be  on  CTiapman  first.  He 

pastor  of  Prescott  Memorial  Church,  was  approved  by  messengers- and 
Memphis,  to  replace  (Chapman  as  con-  Sehested  was  not  voted  on.  Her  church 
vention  preacher.  Rogers,  in  register-  was  disfellowshiped  last  by  the  same 
ing  the  nomination,  added  the  pastor's  association  to  which  Rogers’  church, 
first  name,  Nancy  Hastings  Sehested  Bellevue,  belongs  when  the  church 
to  the  nomination.  Rogers  ruled  the  called  her  as  pastor. 

Figures  released  on  offering 
taken  diu’ing  WMU  celebration 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  WMU  established  by  the  executive  board  of 
“Centennial  Celebration”  participants  WMU  as  a  way  by  which  individuals 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  May  14,  gave  could  contribute  toward  the  debt 
$58,654.22  to  the  Centennial  Thank  Of-  retirement  of  the  national  WMU  head- 
'  fering,  according  to  loaders  of  quarters  building  in  Birmingham, 
Southern  Blaptist  Woman’s  Mis-  and,  at  the  same  time,  honor  missions 
sionary  Union.  leaders  and  organizations. 

The  offering,  which  was  collected  As  of  May  31,  $925,210.51  had  been 
from  the  more  than  11,000  celebration  contributed  toward  the  retirement  of 
participants,  was  the  final  offering  of  the  national  headquarters  building 
the  Centennial  Thank  Offering.  debt.  Coot  for  the  property,  building 
The  Centennial  Thank  Offering  was  and  furnishings  total^  $8.6  million. 


SSAN  ANIXINIO,  Texas,  June  13  — 
Olive  Bertha  Smith,  99,  one  of  the 
most  beloved  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  died  June  12  in  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.C.,  barely  five  months  before 
her  100th  birthday. 

“Miss  Bertha”  worked  42  years  iq 
(Tiina  and  Ibiwan  before  beginning  a 
career  of  nearly  30  years  in  the  United 
States  as  a  speaker  and  conference 
leader.  After  retirement,  she  began 
the  Peniel  Prayer  Center  near  her 
home  in  Cowpens,  S.C. 

She  went  to  China  in  1917  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  teacher  and  endured  wars, 
revolution,  imprisonment  by  the 
Japanese,  poverty  and  isolation.  She 
was  at  the  center  of  the  Shandong 
Revival  in  China  in  the  1920s  and  3Qs 
She  left  China  in  1948  and  worked  in 
Taipei  until  reluctantly  fetihng  from 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  at  age  70  in  1958.  Mandatory 
retirement  went  against  her  nature 
and  friends  said  she  had  no  time  for 
pleasure.  “She  was  single-eyed  to  God 
and  to  the  truth  of  the  Word,”  said  one 
She  was  born  in  (Cowpens.  S.C.,  and 
received  the  bachelor  of  arts  decree 
from  Winthrop  College  in  Rock  Hill, 
S.C.  She  also  received  a  bachelor 
missionary  training  degree  from  the 

to  go  to  Taiwan. 

After  reluctantly  retiring  at  age  70  in  1958.  she  began  a  nearly 
30-year  second  career  in  the  United  States  as  a  popular 
speaker  and  conference  leader  "There  was  nobody  like  her,” 
said  longtime  friend  and  missionary  colleague  Martha  Franks 
(BP)  PHOTO  by  Mike  Bonner  courtesy  Spartanburg 
Herald-Journal. 


Olive  Bertha  Smith,  one  of  the  most  beloved  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionaries  of  this  century,  died  June  12  in  Spartanburg. 
S.C.,  barely  five  months  before  her  100th  birthday 
“Miss  Bertha”  wrorked  for  42  tumultuous  years  in  China  and 
Taiwan,  enduring  wars,  revolution,  impnsonmem,  poverty  and 
isolation.  She  also  vias  at  the  center  of  the  famous  Shandong 
Revival  in  Oina,  and  iwas  the  firal  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
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Just  for  the  Record 


TfWrty-two  youth  and  adults  of  Fhat  Church,  Lxmiq  Baach, 
flew  to  Gardiner,  Montana,  June  21  for  a  mission  trip.  They 
will  be  teaching  Vacation  Bible  School.  The  Sonshine  Co.,  a 
puppet  and  clown  team,  will  also  be  performing  at  Gardiner 
Baptist  Church  and  YWlowstone  Natkmai  Park.  The  group  wili 


be  retunting  home  June  30. 

The  youth  minister  and  director  of  the  clowning  team  is 
Mickey  Baiiey.  Jimmy  Little  is  minister  of  music.  Oukfa  Bailey 
will  be  the  V.B.S.  director  for  the  trip. 


TRIQUETRA  is  a  iatin  term  starring  for 
the  TRiNITY.  It  is  aiso  the  name  of  a  new 
Christian  barfo  now  ministering  along  the 
Gulf  Coast.  The  members  of  the  band 
consist  of  Mike  Shafer  (guitar  and  lead 
vocals),  David  Parrett  (bass  and  backup 
vocal),  and  David  Sumrall  (drums  and 
backup  vocals).  All  three  are  majoring  in 
music  at  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Com¬ 
munity  College,  Parkinston  Campus.  If 
you  are  interested  in  a  concert,  contact 
David  Sumrall,  3907  Nathanhalee  Ave., 
Pascagoula,  MS  39567,  or  call  769-7322. 


Harmony  Church,  New  Albany,  recently  had  a  note  burning  sSrvice  to  celebrate 
paying  off  its  gym.  The  note  was  paid  off  in  two  years.  Building  committee  pictured, 
left  to  right,  are  Dean  Robbins,  Jimmy  Dale  Baker,  Billy  Metts,  Robert  Daniel,  pastor, 
J.  L.  Jackson,  chairman,  Elliot  Manning,  Chesley  Hale,  and  Wayne  Baggett. 


McClelland  Road  builds 


McCtelland  Road  Church,  Jackson  County,  began  a  two-phase  building  cam¬ 
paign  on  April  3  A  total  of  $35,000  was  pledged,  and  on  a  groundbreaking  was  held 
to  begin  construction  on  a  new  education  wing.  May  21.  The  wing  will  provide  seven 
additional  classrooms  and  a  pastor’s  study.  Future  plans  include  construction  of  a 
new  sanctuary  arnf  renovation  of  the  present  sanctuary  for  use  as  a  recreation  facility. 

Breaux  Tageant,  pastor,  and  members  of  the  building  committee  include:  Jimmy 
Williams,  Irvin  Fayard,  Joe  Stallisgs,  and  Cathy  Jacquet.  Members  of  the  steering 
committee  were  Harold  Rushing  (campaign  director).  Joe  Stallings  (canvass  direc¬ 
tor),  NHa  Ferguson  (secretary),  Thomas  Carroll  (testimony  chairman),  Jimmy  Williams 
(lesson  chairman),  Lu  Jacquet  (banquet  chairman),  arfo  Jean  McCollom,  Kim 
Cochrane,  and  Louise  Fayard  (hostesses).  Canvass  team  members  were  Ray  and 
Ann  Jones,  Thomas  and  Glenda  Rushing,  Harold  and  Jo  Rushing,  Joe  and  Karen 
Stallings,  Tim  and  Debbie  Reid,  and  Jimmy  and  Bonnie  Williams.  Campaign  ban¬ 
ners  were  provided  by  Barbara  Fayard. 


The  Ctartae  College  SOAIhar  Club  held  its  second  annual  luncheon  May  12,  ig  the 
Clarke  College  cafeteria  with  12  members  Imsent.  The  50-year  Club  brings  together 
alumni  who  attended  Clarke  College  50  years  ago  or  longer.  Each  alumnus  who  at¬ 
tends  receives  a  certificate  of  recognition  on  their  initial  attendance. 

Officers  elected  for  the  coming  year  were:  J.  Hardee  Kennedy,  president;  Edward 
Farr,  vice-president. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  McMullan,  Newton;  Mrs.  R.  L.  Lam- 
bright;  Mrs.  Lucille  Brantley,  Newton,  and  Miley  McMullan,  Newton. 


Longino  Church,  Neshoba  Associa- 
tien,  observed  a  note  burning  service 
May  8,  in  conjunction  with  Mother’s 
Day  program. 

The  church  building  valued  at 
$170,000  was  constructed  in  1967.  The 
facility  contains  a  sanctuary  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  200,  pastM-’s  study, 
secretary’s  office,  five  larger  Sunday 
School  rooms  and  five  bathrooms.  It 
also  has  a  driveway  to  accommodate 
handicapped  persons.  Gene  Higgin¬ 
botham  is  pastor. 

'The  muskal,  “Positive  I.D.,”  was 
presented  the  Meadowood  Church 
Youth  Choir  (Monroe  Association)  on 
June  5.  Members  of  the  choir  are 
Susan  Reeves,  Anissa  Peden,  Marlane 
Rodabough,  Dawn  Whitlock,  Ihwan- 
na  Odom,  Angela  Stanford,  Paul 
Hawkins,  Emily  Best,  Cihris  Basham, 
Larry  Tubb,  Latitia  Watson,  Candy 
Hover,  Tina  Stanford,  Shae  Owen, 
Dave  Best,  and  Charlie  Peden.  ’The 
choir  is  directed  by  Billy  W:  Bowie 
Danny  Powell  is  the  pastor. 


Tho  Baptist  Student  Union  at  Itawamba  Community  Collage,  Fulton,  recently 
an  “Open  House  and  Dedication  Service”  for  the  26'  X  60'  expansion  to  the 
BBU  Center.  Churches  and  individuals  in  the  Itawamba  district  have  given  $42,000 
thus  far  to  pay  for  this  building.  The  total  cost  was  $60000.  Pictured  are  (l-r)  Fred 
Cook,  Tupelo;  Victor  Clayton,  Fulton;  Wayne  Vandiver,  BSU  Director;  and  Martin 
Hayden,  Fulton.  These  men  are  part  of  the  Area  BSU  Advisory  Committee.  Hayden 
vras  the  guest  speaker  for  the  dedication  service. 


■ 
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Friendship  East  Church,  Charleston,  recently  held  a  dedication  service  for  Its 
new  addition.  In  1983,  the  church  voted  to  go  into  a  five  year  plan  to  add  to  or  rebuild 
by  1988.  Neron  Smith,  Church  Building  Consultant,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  Weeks  Construction  Company  were  contacted  and  agreed  on  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  rework  thechurch  building  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  To  replace  the  building  would 
have  cost  $140,0(X).  The  building  committee  consisted  of  Johnny  Tribble,  chairman, 
Zella  Rainy,  Byron  Salmon,  Charles  McAtee,  Edward  Holland,  Raymond  Radcliff, 
Marian  Fly,  Jimmy  Dale  Evans,  and  Harvey  Donaldson  Jr.  J.  G.  Thomas  is  pastor 

Staff  changes 


First  Church,  New  Augusta,  has 
called  Kenneth  Sharp  to  become 
minister  of  music  and  youth,  effective 
June  22.  He  is  a  student  at  William 
Llarey,  majoring  in  church  music.  He 
has  been  serving  as  part-time 
minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Gulf 
Gardens  Church,  Gulfport.  Robert 
Cooper  is  pastor. 


New  Hope  Church,  Oktibbeha,  has 
caUed  Jerry  East  as  pastor.  Elast  has 
been  a  student  at  Southwestern  Sem¬ 
inary  and  plans 
to  complete  his 
seminary  educa¬ 
tion  thrwgh  the 
extension  program 
in  Jackson.  He  is 
married  to  the 
former  Jane 
Robertson  of  New 
Albany.  'They  have 
East  twin  children,  Jor¬ 

dan  and  Caleb.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wesley  East  of  Moss,  and  is 
from  First  Church,  Soso. 

Gary  Alan  White  has  been  called  as 
pastor  of  Sand  Hill  Cliurch,  Richton, 
effective  April  24.  He  was  ordained  I9 
Sand  Hill  Church  on  June  5. 


Jerry  Estes  has  resigned  as  pasUn* 
of  New  Hope  Church  in  Gulf  Cfoast 
Association.  He  served  as  pastor  of 
New  Hope  Church  for  19ii  years  and 


prior  to  that  served  for  four  years  at 
Perkinston  Church.  During  these 
years  he  served  in  the  Gulf  Cfoast 
Association  in  numerous  capacities 
including  that  of  moderator  and  state 
convention  board  member. 

He  recently  married  Peggy  Hern¬ 
don  of  Shannon  and  has  moved  to  that 
area.  He  is  available  for  pulpit  supply 
and  interim  work  and  can  be  reach¬ 
ed  by  mail  at  Rt.  2,  Box  58,  Shannon, 
MS  38868. 


Bill  Stroud  has  retired  from  the 
pastorate  and  is  available  f<Hr  supply, 
interim,  and  revivals.  He  has  mov^ 
from  Jackson,  Tbnn.,  to  Rt.  1,  Box 
270-1,  Forest,  MS  39074  and  (601) 
469-4168. 


Everett  Martin  was  called  as  pastor 
(rf  Gore  Springs  Church,  Gore  Springs, 
effective  May  29.  He  moved  from 
First  Church,  War¬ 
ren,  Ark.  Martin 
previously  served 
at  First  Church, 
Ridgeland,  Mor¬ 
rison  Chapel 
Church  aeveland, 
and  Derma 
Church,  Derma. 
He  is  a  graduate  of 
Martin  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

The  Martins  are  at  home  at  331 
Main  St.,  Grenada,  where  they  have 
completely  restored  one  of  the 
antebellum  homes. 


t 


names  in  the  news 


Touching  Lives  With  Love 


On  Annuity  Board  Sunday,  June  26, 1988,  Southern 
Baptist  churches  will  recognize  the  relief  ministries  of  the 
Annuity  Board. 

Cooperative  Program  dollars  provided  a  healing  touch  to 
600  needy,  retired  ministers  and  widows  in  1987.  The  An¬ 
nuity  Board  distributed  $653,281  to  people  who  needed 
help  paying  for  utilities,  doctor  bills,  prescription  medicine, 
rent  and  other  expenses.  An  additional  $193,655, 
provided  by  direct  donations,  was  distributed  through  the 
Annuity  Board’s  Adopt  An  Annuitant  program,  which  dis¬ 
penses  monthly  supplements  to  retired  ministers  arxJ 
widows  whose  incomes  are  inadequate. 

Contact  John  BloskaS,  director  of  the  Endowment  Depart¬ 
ment,  for  information 
about  how  you  and  your 
^  church  can  touch  lives 

_ _  -  with  love. 


In  honor  of  their  parents  and  grand- 
parents,  J.  Clifford  and  .Martha 
son,  the  children,  Cliff  and  Sandra. 
Bill  and  Kyra,  and  John  and  Chris; 
and  the  grandchildren,  David  and 
Suzanna.  Kyle  and  Timothy,  and  Jcrfin 
Wesley  and  Rachel,  invite  friends  to 
^  a  SOth  wedding  anniversary  celebra- 

tion  on  July  3,  from  2  to  4  in  the  after- 
noon  at  Ellisvilie,  First  Church. 

These  lifelong  residents  of  Jones 
County  have  lived  on  the  family  farm 
on  Midway  29  north  of  Ellisvilie  for 
42  years.  Mr.  Watson  is  a  Brahman 
jkin,  of  Picayune,  cattle  breeder.  Except  for  teaching 
from  the  Nartional  coaching  at  Indiana  University 
fessore  of  Christian  (1943-1946),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson 
iding  achievement  in  taught  20  years  in  the  Laurel  and 
A  student  in  the  Jones  (bounty  School  Systems  and  at 
Education  degree  pro-  Jones  County  Junior  College.  Addi- 
s  Seminary,  she  holds  tionally,  he  was  coach  and  ad- 
ice  degree  from  the  ministrator  as  well  as  county 
sippi  superintendent.  While  Mr.  Watson  was 

academic  dean  at  Clarke  College 
minister  of  misic  fppn,  1905  ^  1971^  Watson  taught 
e  Church,  Hatties-  English  there. 

1  to  the  g(»pel  min-  jjrs.  Watson  has  taught  Sunday 
istry  <rf  his  fi^  art-  Schocri  for  56  years  and  been  an  active 
niversary  with  the  promoter  of  Woman’s  Missionary 
church.  May  15.  Union.  She  worked  at  the  Baptist  Sun- 
Participating  in  (Jay  School  Board  from  1932  to  1938. 

services  were  jijr.  Watson,  a  deacon,  has  served 
Billy  Johnson,  p^  Newton  and  Jones  Associations  as 
toq  Mark  Lett,  Rick  clerk  and  Jones  Association  as  direc- 
Tillotson,  Dave  jor  ©f  both  Sunday  School  and  (Thurch 
Davidson,  Barbara  Training. 


Brad  Campbell,  19,  a  junior  at  Liv¬ 
ingston  University  and  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wayne  Campbell  of  Chunky,  has 
been  appointed  as 
summer 
missionaiy’  to  Kan- 
sas  City,  Ma  Brad, 
who  is  Baptist  Stu- 
dent  Union  presi- 
dent  at  LU,  will  be 
working  with  the 
youth  of  Strasburg 
Baptist  Church 
Campbell  where  he  will  be 
serving  until  Aug.  12. 


Joe  Hill  resigned  last  Sunday  the 
pastorate  of  Doty  Springs  Church,  At¬ 
tala  Clounty.  He  had  been  pastor  there 
since  March,  1960.  Continuing  to  live 
in  Jackson,  he  will  be  available  for 
supply  preaching  or  interim 
pastorate.  His  address  is  1577  Vernon 
Circle,  Jackson,  Miss.  39204  (phone 
373-2459). 


Annuity  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
P  O.  Box  2190 
Dallas.  TX  75221-2190 
1-800-262-0511 


Senior  adult 
revival  draws 
450  to  Prentiss 


The  first  Southern  Baptist  Associa- 
tional  Senior  Adult  Revival  to  be  held 
in  the  United  States  was  May  2-5  at  the 
only  Assodational  Fhmily  Life  Center 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
The  Center  is  located  in  Lone  Star 
next  to  the  (3ovington-Jeff  Davis  Bap¬ 
tist  Associational  Building. 

More  than  450  people  attended  the 
three-day  revival.  The  group 
represented  17  churches. 

Joe  Tuten  was  the  evangelist  and 
the  music  was  directed  by  (center 
Stephens.  Ms.  Zoe  Yates,  an  88-year- 
old  member  of  First  Church,  Mt. 
Olive,  was  the  pianist. 


^  TheSamford 
7  Pastor*s  Sch€x>I 

August  8-12,1 988  •  Samfbrd  University  •  Birmingham,  Alabama 
Inaugurating  the  School  of  Divinity  of  Samfbrd  University 

Enjoy  a  week  of  inspiration,  challenge  and  renewal  witfi: 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Watson 


Senior  Adult  Corner 


“If  you  would  thoroughly  know 
anything,  teach  it  to  others.” 

—  TRYON  EDWARDS 


Timothy  George 

OMR.  SaRkfd  OxMy  Schao 


Lewis  Drummood 
P»wdM.Sgu>iMMn<Bwl  Smary 
waaFowLliC 


Joel  Gregory 

PMM.TimAm  Bwi  Out* 
ForttWottiTaai 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  .Meridian, 
Miss.  39381.  Since  1899.  Phone  (601) 
693-4451. 


Richard  Hahrersun 
daiMtialtitUS  SMt 


Darold  Morgan 
piMdM.  sac  Anwnawr 


The  QoMnn  Agna,  aanior  citizon  group  of  Harmony  Church,  Naw  Albany,  recent¬ 
ly  took  a  trip  to  Mobile,  Pensacola,  R.  Walton  Beach  and  Doatin.  Twenty  four  made 
the  trip.  Pictured  on  the  white  sands  of  Destin,  front  row.  left  to  right,  are  Robert  Daniel, 
pastor  and  driver,  Barbara  Daniel,  Myrtis  Robbins.  Dean  Robbins,  Lorene  Robbins, 
and  Lavelle  Beard.  Second  row,  Obelle  Nolley,  Hazel  Beard.  Bruce  Gray.  Mary  Gray, 
Loyce  Cobb,  Q.  T.  Maxey,  Ruth  Crain.  Elaine  Kaenum,  ar^  Marquarita  Baggett.  Third 
row.  Opal  Cobb,  Alene  Orman.  Elaine  Hale,  Che^  Hale,  Fay  Davis,  Christine 
Thomas,  Spud  Thornes,  Geraldine  Manning,  and  Elliot  Manning 


GOD’S  LOVED  DOCTRINES  of 
Grace:  Ten  radio  messages 
(chapters).  FREE!  90«  postage 
appreciated  but  not  necessary. 


,Myma  A  fhil  While 


TX  79704 


rWieoH.a  OuWUnwmW 

$45  per  registrant  (plus  $15  for  spouse  attending) 

•  includnregiMntkjn,hanquet.Uircelunche<>m.l<xlitinginBernmVtMxb 

Quality  thculogical  cducatitm ...  in  a  Baptist  university  context 
from  an  explicitly  evangelical  perspective  , 

^mfordB 

1-800-752-6T26  l  InKsorcifi/ 


TO  RELIEVE  TENSION,  stress, 
arthritis,  strained  muscles,  try 
Finger  Pressure  Massage 
Therapy.  Call  362-0555. 


Churches  adopt  annuity  plan 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  EIxpanded  Annuity  Plan  since 
those  reported  in  the  May  10  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  Alcorn:  Ihte 
Street;  Cbvington:  FBC  Mount  Olive;  Jackson:  Emmanuel;  Jeff  Davis: 
Phalti;  Jones:  Lawn  Haven;  Lauderdale:  FBC  Marion;  Lincoln: 
Calvary;  Northwest:  Longview  Heights;  Rankin:  Emmanuel;  Ihllahat- 
chie:  Paynes;  Uppah:  Dumas;  Union  County:  Center;  and  Yazoo: 
Hebron. 


15  P/x8SENGER/CUSTpMIZED 
VANS  for  your  group  trip.  Plan 
now  for  summer  vacations/ 
retreaU.  CaU  (601)  355-7433,  Just  A 
Ride,  Inc. 


Write:  The  Swnturd  PaMor't  School  •  Samford  (  niversity  •  Birmingham.  AL  352Z9 
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TIliuriday.  June  23,  1988 


Revival  dates 


J.  R.  Daniel 

Stanton,  Natchez:  June  26-July  1;  County  Line  (Attala):  June 26-July  paStOF,  (llCS 
services,  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m.;  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  lunch 

Mwi.-Fri.,  7  p.m;  James  E.  Messer,  at  church;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Paul  John  Raleigh  Daniel 

evangelist,  Steve  Purvis,  pastor.  Williamson,  direchH*  of  missions  (At-  minister,  died  May  2, 191 

tala),  evangelist;  Weldon  Madden,  sity  Medical  Center,  J 
MelRoae  (Yazoo):  June  26-July  1;  music;  Martin  Williams,  pastor. 

James  Shumaker,  preacher;  Robert  Sebastopol,  Sebastopol:  June  26-30;  New  ! 

Kates,  Bentonia,  music;  Sunday,  11  11a.m.,  7  p.m.  daily;  (Charles  Moody,  ^Hchun 

a.m.  and  1:20  p.m.;  dinner  on  the  evangelist,  pastor.  First,  Morton;  B  ^Hwas 

grounds;  7:30  nightly,  Mon.-Fri.;  John  Sharp,  pastor;  Susan  Htnlon,  with 

James  Gamer,  pastor.  music  director.  churc 


IVT  1-*11  .a.  J*  1  Force  veteran  of 

JMashvme  pastor  dies  in  wreck  IfKIPaB the  Korean  war 

^  ■HbiiBlr  ■■  Daniel,  the  hus- 

(Continued  from  page  4)  Camp  Church  ministered  to  the  Daniel  band  of  Eva  Mae 

pastor  of  First  Church,  Richland.  The  family.  Carmichael  Daniel,  also  leaves  flve 

women  are  sisters.  The  funeral  was  set  for  today  in  daughters,  Mrs.  Ihresa  Dressen  of 

According  to  Omega  Stephens,  Louisville  through  Arch  Heady  Seattle,  Mrs.  Denise  Franklin  of  Mem- 
Brock  had  just  been  getting  some  Funeral  Home  phis,  Mrs.  Linda  Robertson  and  Mrs. 

identification  material  out  of  the  van  Martin’s  parents  are  Joan  and  Eld-  Betty  Andol,  both  of  Sturgis,  and  Mrs. 

when  the  pickup  truck  hit  the  car  and  ward  Martin,  3509  Prestwood  Dr,  Kay  Cummings  of  Pine  Bluff,  Aiii.; 
van.  Louisville,  Ky.  40219,  i^one  (502)  three  sons,  Keith  Daniel  of  Indianola, 

The  two  families  helped  truckers  969-8518.  Daryl  Daniel  of  Monphis,  and  (iieOTge 

get  the  Martin  children  out  of  the  road  As  of  Thesday  morning,  the  acci-  Hartness  of  Starkville;  threesisters; 

and  even  carried  Joshua  to  Kings  dent  was  still  under  investigation.  one  brother;  and  14  grandchildren. 
Daughters  Hospital  in  Br(x)khaven  _ 


— >  Uta  Gmbbs 

Tylertown  recognizes 
musician  of  40  years 


Mobilize 
God’s  Mighty 
-  Army 


MAKE  PLANS  TO  ATTEND: 

THE  EVANGELISM  EXPLOSION  CUNIC 

November  4-9,  1988 
Hasted  by: 

Riverside  Baptist  (Hinrch.  River  Ridge,  LA 
(504)  737-2373  ‘ 

Arm  yov  people  for  that  facet  of  spirttaal  warfare  called 
'Lifestyle  Evaegelism.”  To  leara  bow  yoe  caa  laaneb 
EvaegeUsm  Esploeioa  training  ia  yoer  cbnrdi.  caU  ns 
COLLECT  today.  (305)  491-flOO 

EVANGELISM  EXPLOSION  m  INTERNATIONAL 
BOX  23820 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33307 


Grubbs  Day.  David  WatsiMi,  imiuster  Smith,  director  of  the  Church  Music  Wayne  Kimbrough,  pastor  of  Mt. 
of  music,  in  charge  of  special  features  Department,  MBCB.  Zion  Church,  County,  was 

of  the  day,  presented  Mrs.  Grubbs  Watson  stated  that  few  people  show  alerted  by  a  member  Peggy  Smith, 
with  gifts  from  the  membership;  let-  the  degree  of  dedication  and  who  had  been  called  I9  James  Smith, 
ters  from  past  ministers  of  music;  faithfulness  exemplified  by  Mrs.  Hollandale  Church  pi«tnr  who  is  a 
and  an  engraved  plaque  Grubbs.  “She  has  truly  touched  the  fcniner  pastor  at  Mt.  Zion.  James 

On  June  21,  1942,  while  still  in  high  life  of  each  person  who  has  worshiped  Smith  also  helped  at  the  scene  and  at 
school,  Uta  Holmes  was  elected  as  at  lyiertown  Church  in  the  last  40  or  the  hospital, 
imsistant  pianist.  She  flnisbed  high  45  years.”  ICinibrou^  brou^  the  mother  and 

school  and  went  to  LSU  where  she  Bartis  Harper,  pastor,  expressed  ap-  brother  of  Martin  to  Brookhaven  horn 
majored  in  music.  One  of  her  instruc-  preciation  to  Mrs.  Grubbs  for  her  Jackson's  airpmrt.  Others  from  First 
tors  at  LSU  was  Mrs.  Polly  Gibbs,  almost  perfect  attendance  at  worship  Church,  Brodrliaven,  Friendship 
now  87,  who  sent  a  letter  of  sorices  over  the  years.  (Church,  Brookhaven,  and  French 

congratulations. 

On  June  3,  1948,  Uta  Holmes  was 
elected  church  pianist  to  fill  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  K.  E. 

Mangum.  That  “unexpired  term”  has 
stretched  all  the  way  to  1988  and  has 
not  yet  ended. 

With  college  over.  Miss  Holmes  in 
due  time  became  Mrs.  Paul  Grubbs, 
and  continued  playing  the  piano  and 
later  the  organ,  as  well  as  teaching 
piano  to  boys  and  girls. 

One  of  her  first  students  was  Sarah 
Fortenberry  Thlley,  now  children’s 
music  consultant  with  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board  in 
Jackson.  As  special  guest  for  the  day, 

Mrs.  Ihlley  presented  Mrs.  Grubbs 
with  a  Certificate  of  Appreciation 

Homecomings 


When  your  group  conies  to  Eureka  Springs, 
AR  to  witness  the  Life,  Death,  Resurrection 
&  Ascension  of  Jesus  Christ . . . 


Let  the  Great  Passion  Play  take  you  back  to  tlie 
\r^  last  week  in  the  life  of  Christ  Wliile  seated  in 
\  I  the  4,400  seat  outdoor  ampliitlieatre  tliis  dra- 
^  matic  recreation  unfolds  before  y<ju.  The  Great 
II  Passion  Play  begins  the  last  Friday  in  April  and 
II  continues  through  the  last  Saturday  in  October. 
M  No  performances  on  Thursdays  or  Mondays. 

-Play  begins  at  8:30  p.m.;  7:30  p.m.  after  Labor 
Day.  Three  extra  performances  have  been  added,  the 
last  Thursday  in  July  and  the  first  and  second 
Thursdays  in  August. 

Trie  Great  Paaainn  Pby,  Eureka  Spring*,  AK  73^2-0471 


asm 


. . .  Make  The 
Basin  Park  Hotel 
Your  Place  to  Stay, 


Now  your  group  can  auy  in  the  Viaorian 
Ckxnfort  of  The  Basin  P^  Hotel  located 
in  the  historic  shopping  district  of  beau¬ 
tiful  downtown  Eureka  Springs,  AR. 


ML  Nebo,  Coilinsville:  June  26; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  noon  meal 
served  at  12  in  fellowship  hall;  after¬ 
noon  service,  l:30withadevotioaaiid 
moderated  by  J..H.  Pilgrim,  former 
pastor;  memorial  service,  cemetery 
association  repoit,  recognition  (if 
former  pastors  and  members  will  be 
followed  by  a  singing  concert  by  THE 
KING’S  Messengers;  Michael 
Triihett,  pastor. 

PalesUae,  HarrisvUle:  June  26; 
Gene  Douglas,  pastor,  speaks  for  mor¬ 
ning  worsliip 'service;  dinner  on  the 
grounds  following  worship  service; 
singing  in  tlie  afternoon;  offerings  of 
the  day  will  be  for  cemetery  fund. 


Special  Group  Rates  Now  Available  Only  $25 


Make  your  reservations  to  auy  wkh  tlze  Basin  Park  Hotel  and  for  osily  $25  per 
person  per  night  you  get  room,  bceakfosL  and  an  $8.00  Great  Passion  Play  tick- 
etl  Tire  Basin  Park  Hotel  is  newly  reiK>vBted  and  set  up  eapedalty  for  groups, 
with  bus  parking,  foil  aervice  resuuraiu  and  no  bar.  (Offer  good  for  groups  of 
12  or  more.) 


Further  evidence  of  Jesus’  power:  more  miracles 


By  Gayle  Alexander 
Matthew  13:S3  to  14:36 
The  visit  to  Nazareth  illustrated  the  spread 
of  opposition  that  necessitated  Jesus’s 
withdrawal.  The  carpenter’s  son  experienced 
rejection  in  the  synagogue  of 
his  hometown  which 
foreshadowed  his  ultimate 
rejection  and  crucifixion. 
The  townspeople  who  had 
watched  him  grow  up  were 
ill-prepared  for  such 
wisdom  and  mighty  works 
from  him.  Neither  real 
brothers  and  sisters  of 
Christ,  nor  the  townspeople, 
supported  Ms  ministry  in  the  beginning.  In  fact, 
the  villagers  became  so  incensed  at  Jesus’s 
description  of  his  mission  that  they  bodily 
removed  him  from  the  synagogue  and  sought 
to  throw  him  to  his  death  (Luke  4:16-30). 
Because  of  their  unbelief,  Jesus  did  not  do 
many  mighty  works  there  Either  they  did  not 
bring  the  sick  to  Jesus  to  be  healed,  or  Jesus 
did  not  seek  to  overcome  their  unbelief  with 
force. 

The  death  of  John  the  Baptist  is  told  (14:1-12) 
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because  of  its  bearing  upon  the  actions  of  Jesus 
and  his  withdrawal.  Also,  John’s  death 
foreshadowed  his  own  fate.  Herod  Antipas  was 
living  in  an  adulterous  relationship  with  his 
brother’s  wife,  Herodias,  and  John  confronted 
him  to  his  face  Herodias  began  a  conspiracy 
to  kill  John  and  resorted  to  lewdness  in  the  use 
ol  her  own  daughter,  Salome,  to  accomplish  her 
purpose.  John  was  beheaded.  However,  there 
are  some  marvelous  lessons  to  be  learned  in 
this  story.  The  prophetic  integrity  of  John  and 
Jesus  under  severest  pressure  was  without 
reproof.  The  sanctity  of  marriage  cannot  be 
compromised.  When  Jesus  heard  of  John’s 
death,  he  withdrew. 

The  feeding  of  the  5,000  (13-21),  the  only 
miracle  recorded  in  all  four  (Jospels,  occurred 
at  the  Passover  season  one  year  [xior  to  Jesus’s 
death.  Passover  was  usuaUy  charged  with  high 
hopes  of  messianic  coming.  Jesus  never  used 
his  miraculous  powers  for  himself  but  did  for 
the  benefit  of  others.  The  symbolism  moves 
beyond  the  m«e  giving  of  pl^ical  bread  to  the 


higher  bread  of  eternal  life. 

“Give  them  to  eat”  made  the  disciples  realize 
they  needed  to  be  prepared  to  minister  to  every 
need.  Jesus  bless^  and  broke  the  bread  and 
gave  it  to  the  disciples  to  feed  the  multitude  'Hie 
12  baskets  the  apostles  used  to  serve  from  were 
still  full  when  tl^  were  fmished.  Elveryone  had 
eaten  sufficiently.  Also,  the  leftovers  w^d  care 
for  the  needs  of  the  12  themselves. 

The  implications  of  the  miracle  was  intensely 
messianic.  It  is  no  little  wonder  the  disciples 
and  the  crowds  started  pushing  Jesus  to  go 
against  Rome.  Feeding  an  army  was  no 
problem. 

“Jesus  ;nade  the  disciples  get  into  the  boat 
and  go  before  him  to  the  other  side  while  he 
dismissed  the  crowds"  (NIV  14:22).  The 
disciples  apparently  were  inciting  the  crowd  to 
force  Jesus  to  assume  the  role  of  political 
messiah  (John  6:15).  Jesus  would  have  none  of 
it  and  made  the  disciples  leave 

Misunderstood  by  the  crowds  and  the  12, 
Jesus  retreated  into  the  mountain  for  prayer. 
However,  from  his  vantage  point  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  he  also  could  observe  the  disciples  on  the 
Sea  of  Galilee  Still  rowing  in  the  fourth  watch 
of  the  night  may  simply  mean  that  the  rough 


seas  and  headwinds  prevented  the  disciples 
from  making  progress.  Or  it  may  suggest  that 
the  disciples  lingered  near  the  scene  of  the 
miracle  before  starting  to  row  across  the  lake 
because  they  were  upset  by  Jesus'S  refusal  to 
become  king.  The  disciples'  fear  and  Peter’s 
failure  in  faith  were  neither  complimentary 
when  Jesus  came  walking  on  the  water. 

“Be  of  good  cheer,  it  is  I,”  Jesus  said.  This  is 
the  same  Hebrew  identification  of  (Sod  to  Moses 
(Exodus  3:14).  The  disciples  needed  to  learn: 
that  the  power  of  Christ  would  sustain  them  in 
every  appointed  task  regardless  of  whether  he 
was  present  or  not;  that  Jesus’s  refusal  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  political  proposal  of  the  crowd  should 
not  disillusion  them;  and  that  Christ'does  not 
fail  those  who  fail  him  (Peter). 

The  disciples  landed  at  Giennesaret  where 
many  were  brought  to  Jesus  for  healing.  This 
story  reflects  the  great  pc^mlarity  of  Jesus  with 
the  crowds.  'The  desire  to  touch  the  hem  of  his 
garment  was  ixobably  motivated  I9  the  reports 
of  the  cure  of  hemorrhage  that  had  previously 
occurred  in  this  region  (9:20).  “Made  well” 
could  be  translated  “saved”  and  is  the  same 
word  at  all  levels,  both  physical  and  spiritual. 

Gayle  Alexander  is  pastor.  First,  TUpela 


Moses  confronts  Pharaoh,  overcomes  through  God’s  power 


By  Jimmy  G.  McGee 
Exodus  5:1-7;  11:1-5 

The  Exodus  account  of  God’s  deliverance  of 
the  people  of  Israel  from  bondage  in  Egypt  is 
interesting  in  every  detail.  It  is  also  instructive 
for  (Christians  today.  God  is 
still  interested  in  human  af¬ 
fairs  and  is  involved  in  the 
I  struggle  for  right  over  evil. 
Christians  are  to  live  the 
faith  and  to  effect  social 
I  change  that  honors  the  faith. 
Christians  can  count  on 
God’s  enabling  power  to 
overcome.  But  (Christians 
McGee  must  make  the  commitment 
and  obey  (lod  against  all  odds. 

God  had  called  Moses  to  be  his  instrument 
in  appealing  to  Pharaoh  and  in  leading  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Sure  of  (lOd’s  promise  to  sustain  him  and 
the  people  in  all  things,  Moses  made  the 
commitment. 

The  lesson  of  complete  obedience  to  God  was 
underscored  as  Moses,  his  wife,  and  two  sons 
journeyed  toward  Egypt.  At  a  camp  site, 
Moses’  life  was  threatened  by  (Jod.  Zipporah 
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interpreted  the  situation  as  gross  negligence  on 
the  part  of  Moses.  He  was  about  to  take  an  un¬ 
circumcised  son  before  the  Jews  and  despite 
the  Abrahamic  covenant!  Moses  was  suppos¬ 
ed  to  conform  to  God’s  ordinance  in  every 
detail. 

In  God’s  providence,  Aaron  had  gone  out  to 
meet  Moses  at  the  mountain  of  (jOd.  Together 
they  returned  to  the  people  in  Egypt  and 
gathered  all  the  elders  for  a  conference.  The 
meeting  went  very  well.  The  elders  led  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  believe  (Jod’s  Word  and  to  accept  Moses 
as  their  appointed  leader. 

Moses  and  Aaron  went  boldly  before  Pharaoh 
with  the  request  to  allow  the  people  of  Israel 
to  go  on  a  religious  retreat  in  the  wilderness. 
The  God  of  the  Hebrews  had  commanded  the 
feasts  and  the  people  would  be  severely  punish¬ 
ed  if  they  disoteyed  their  (Jod.  Phara^  had  no 
respect  for  their  God  and  no  interest  in  letting 
the  people  take  a  rest  from  their  labw.  Instead 
of  granting  the  request.  Pharaoh  increased  the 
burden  of  brick  making.  Furthermore,  he 


punished  the  workers  with  severe  beatings  for 
failure  to  meet  their  quotas.  The  people  wish¬ 
ed  they  had  stayed  in  their  comfort  zone.  The 
same  pressures  prevail  today  in  the  cause  of 
good  over  evil.  But  God  wants  Ghristians  to  do 
good  even  when  it  hurts. 

Discouragement  came  quickly.  Moses  found 
himself  in  a  typical  preacher’s  predicament. 
He  had  left  his  life  of  comfort  to  be  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  God’s  deliverance  and  blessing.  The 
Lord  was  behind  him;  he  must  obey.  Pharaoh 
took  a  stand  in  opposition  to  Moses’  request  and 
determined  to  make  impossible  the  Israelite 
cooperation.  The  people  of  Israel  shrank  back 
and  accused  Moses.  Moses  took  his  discourage¬ 
ment  to  the  Lord  rather  than  drop  out. 

Moses  was  strengthened  as  the  leader  of 
Israel  and  became  as  God  to  Pharaoh.  Moses’ 
influence  became  well  known  throughout 
Egypt.  The  contest  developed  between  Moses 
and  Pharaoh.  As  (Jod  anointed  leader  Moses 
performed  miracles.  Pharaoh’s  heart  grew 
hard. 

The  ten  plagues  had  a  predictable  pattern. 
Persistent  request  was  made  of  Pharaoh  to 


release  the  people.  He  would  steadfastly  refuse 
and  a  plague  would  occur.  Afterward,  Pharaoh 
would  call  for  relief,  with  promises  to  let  the 
people  go.  As  soon  as  relief  came.  Pharaoh 
changed  his  mind  and  refused  to  let  them  go. 
For  nine  plagues,  it  was  the  same  story. 
However,  Uie  plagues  convinced  both  the 
Hebrews  and  the  Egyptians  that  the  Lord  is 
God  indeed. 

At  the  first.  Pharaoh  hardened  his  own  heart 
and  refused  to  allow  the  people’s  departure. 
Following  the  sixth  plague,  it  was  (Jod  who 
hardened  Pharaoh’s  heart.  This  suggests  that 
a  time  comes  when  one  who  stubbornly  resists 
(Jod’s  will  becomes  so  fixed  that  he  cannot 
change. 

The  final  plague,  the  death  of  the  firstborn 
in  every  Egyptian  household,  was  preceded  by 
the  instruction  to  the  Hebrews  to  b^  from  their 
Egyptian  neighbors.  Their  gracious  response 
provided  for  the  journey  gf  the  people  of  Israel. 

In  today’s  world,  (Jod  is  able  to  do  mighty 
things  when  people  of  faith  will  commit 
themselves  to  his  way. 

Jimmy  McGee  is  pastor.  First,  Grenada. 


Supporting  ministry:  cooperation,  prayer  are  vital 


By  M.  Dean  Register 

Several  summers  ago  I  set  out  with  a  group 
of  friends  on  a  rafting  adventure  down  one  of 
the  cold  mountain  rivers  of  western  North 
Carolina.  The  scenery  was 
beautiful,  but  it  beli^  the 
danger  of  roaring  rapids. 
Our  guide  reminded  us 
repeatedly  to  cooperate. 
Maneuvering  through  the 
I  white  waters  required 
mutual  support  from  every  ^ 
B  person  in  the  raft.  The  first 
I  plunge  awakened  us  to  the 
Register  reality  of  the  water’s  power 
and  tossed  us  around  like  a  toy.  Again  and 
again  the  water  hurled  us  up  and  down  and 
dretx:hed  us  thoroughly  until  t^ether  we  work¬ 
ed  through  the  peril.  (Xir  ginde  smiled  approv¬ 
ingly  and  applauded  our  effort  pot  only  at  that 
moment,  but  at  the  end  of  the  day  as  well. 
Teamwork  made  the  difference. 

'The  Apostle  Paul  understood  clearly  the  im¬ 
portance  of  mutual  support  and  cooperation. 
He  envisioned  the  perils  of  isolationism  and  the 
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treacherous  shoals  of  legalism.  He  exhorted 
believers  and  churches  to  work  together  for  the 
spread  of  the  gospel  and  the  accomplishment 
of  ministry  objectives. 

First,  Paul  advocated  a  partnership  between 
C'hristian  Gentiles  and  Christian  Jews.  He  was 
bold  about  this  conviction  (Rom.  15:15).  (Jod 
had  called  him  to  a  ministry  among  the  (Jen- 
Hes  and  on  thq;authority  of  (Jod's  grace  he  pled 
With  the  ^man  believers  to  realize  the 
significance  of  his  calling. 

Second,  Paul  believed  that  cooperation  re¬ 
quired  action  and  not  Just  words.  One  of  the 
decisive  steps  he  took  to  demonstrate  this  was 
the  collection  of  an  offering  from  (Jentile 
believers  to  be  given  to  Jewish  believers  at 
Jerusalem.  The  (Christians  in  Macedonia  and 
Achaia  (Rom.  15:26)  cared  deeply  about  the 
plight  of  Christians  in  Judea.  Evidently,  Paul 
had  remindtN  them  that  they  were  the  reci¬ 
pients  of  the  gospel  from  Jerusalem  (Christians 
and  they  felt  a  debt  of  gratitude.  Thankful 


believers  demonstrate  their  pleasure  by 
generosity.  It  is  significant  that  the  (Christians 
Of  Macedonia  and  Achaia  gave  beyond  their 
ability  because  they,  too,  were  suffering  finan¬ 
cially.  Love  finds  a  way  to  translate  words  in¬ 
to  action. 

As  a  denomination  we  understand  that 
cooperation  is  vital  to  accomplishment  of  our 
missionary  efforts.  We  must  cooperate  finan¬ 
cially  and  spiritually  and  resist  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  suspicion  and  distrust.  The 
work  of  (Christ  is  far.  greater  than  our  dif¬ 
ferences  and  for  the  sake  of  him  who  called  us 
to  be  his  ambassadors  we  must  demonstrate 
a  partnership  of  love  and  support  throughout 
our  convention.  A  lost  world  is  watching  to  see 
if  we  know  how  to  act  with  integrity. 

Third.  Paul  called  for  a  partnership  in 
prayer.  The  Roman  Christians  could  pray  for 
Paul’s  missionary  excursions  and  thereby 
share  in-his  witness  to  the  lost.  We  can  pray  for 
our  7,000  missionaries  around  the  globe.  When 
we  bend  our  knees  in  earnest  contrition  and  fer¬ 
vent  prayer  the  kingdoms  of  earth  are  shaken 
and  the  gospel  penetrates  resisting  hearts. 


Nearly  every  missionary  I  have  ever  known 
has  asked,  at  some  point  in  our  conversation, 
that  he  or  she  be  remembered  regularly  in 
prayer. 

James. S.  Stewart,  the  peerless  preacher- 
scholar,  pointedly  remarked,  “The  real  malady 
of  the  church  is  not  theol(^ical  stagnation  nor 
social  indifference  —  it  is  prayer  paralysis” 
We  are  indeed  in  need  of  a  vital  communion 
with  God  that  sends  us  into  our  prayer  closets 
and  then  pushes  us  out  to  the  fields  that  are  yet 
“white  unto  harvest” 

Lottie  Moon  was  a  prayer-warrior  and  the 
partners  who  linked  themselves  to  Christ  with 
her  made  a  difference  in  China.  David  Liv¬ 
ingston  labored  indefati^bly  in  Africa  and  ac¬ 
complished  great  things  because  even  in  his 
loneliness  he  communed  with  God  and  knew 
that  others  were  praying  for  him. 

Those  who  labor  in  the  ministry  of  Christ, 
whether  as  missionaries,  pastors,  teachers,  or 
as  staff  members  of  a  local  church,  need  a  sup¬ 
portive  network  to  encourage  and  challenge 
them  to  excellence  for  the  Savior. 

M.  Dean  Register  is  pastor.  First.  Gulfport. 
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Registrations  are  welcomed 
at  Central  Hills  Retreat 


Musicians  get  suggestions 
on  how  to  tune  their  hearts 


Book  reviews 


I  BIBLE.  New  In-  EiizaOteth  Sherritt;  best-seUing 

tenational  Version  with  notes  by  author,  said  about  this  bo(^:  “I  wish 
Philip  Yancey  and  Tim  Stafford  Hie  Student  Bible  had  been  available 
(Zondervan)  Hiis  Bible  using  the  New  years  ago!  It  could  have  replaced  half 
International  Version,  easy-to-read  the  volumes  on  my  Scripture  refoence 
modem  English  translation,  was  shelf —  AWM 
developed  with  students  in  mind.  Bonham.  Tal  D.  THE  TREASURY 

Each  booked  the  Bible  has  a  special  OF  CLEAN  BUSINESS  JOKES. 
Introduction,  which  gives  pertinent  Nashville:  Broadman,  1985. 
facts,  analogies,  or  illustrations  about  Hie  author  is  well  known  for  joke 
the  book.  Also  Insight  and  Highlight  books.  This  is  a  good  one.  Any  pastor, 
inserts  give  background  and  ex-  teacher,  or  anyone  who  speaks  oV 
planatory  information.  These  short  teaches  with  any  regularity  would 
articles  are  attention-catchers  and  en-  find  some  helpful  “attention-getters” 
courage  a  closer  reading.  Questions  in  this  book.  —  Reviewed  by  Greg 
at  the  end  of  Insight  sections  help  the  Potts,  pastor,  Providence  Baptist 
reader  relate  the  biblical  passages  to  Church,  near  Meadville. 
practical  life  situations. 

The  Reading  Plan  is  outlined  in  "  , 

“three  tracks”  —  all  with  daily 
readings  of  five  ot  ten  minutes,  with 
tvm-week,  six-month,  and  three-year 
reading  [HXigrams.  The  Subject  Guide  rn  o 

will  help  the  reader  to  find  specific  ivO 

subjects  for  study.  It  pays  special  at-  S 

tention  to  issues  and  topics  in  which  h- 

students  might  be  interested.  ^ 


Educators  are  advised  to  focus 
on  integrity,  theology,  evangelisi 


SAN  ANTONIO  —Southern  Baptist  form.  This  has  implications  for  Shotwell,  minister  of  education/ad- 

religious  educators  were  advised  at  a  seminary,  college,  antj  local  church  ministration  at  Hyde  Park  Church, 

two-day  meeting  here  to  focus  on  in-  levels.”  Austin,  was  elected  president-elect  of 

tegrity,  theology,  evangelism,  a  Mark  Short,  executive  director  of  SBREA.  Others  elected  as  officers  of 
balan^  church  staff,  and  sensitivi-  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convoition,  em-  the  group  were  president,  Jerry 

ty  to  other  church  staff  members.  phasized  the  necessity  of  balancing  Stubblefield,  professor  of  religious 

Churches  in  the  future  will  place  in-  church  staff  positions  with  people  who  education  at  ciolden  Gate  Seminary ; 

creased  emphasis  on  “basic  bedrock  have  varying  personality  types.  vice  president,  William  R.  Cromer, 

integrity”  when  selecting  staff  A  balance  betwran  persons  who  are  Jr,  professor  of  Christian  education 
members,  predicted  Harry  Piland,  people-oriented  and  those  who  are  at  Southern  Seminary;  eastern  vice 

director  of  Che  Southern  Baptist  Sun-  task-oriented  can  help  a  church  staff  president.  Robert  Steavart,  director  of 

day  School  Board’s  Sunday  School  to  effectively  carry  out  its  ministry,  the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the 

Division.  Churches  will  continue  to  Short  obsen^.  North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention; 

seek  ministers  with  experience,  train-  If  a  church  has  too  many  task  central  vice  president,  Robert 
ing  and  skill,  but  will  be  more  in-  oriented  ministers.  Short  explained  Fulbright,  minister  of  education  at 

terested  in  the  integrity  of  ministers,  there  will  be  nobody  “to  love  the  peo-  Kirkwood  Baptist  Church;  St.  Louis ; 

he  said.  pie”  A  church  staff  composed  of  on-  and  western  vice  president.  Bill  Hag- 

“It  may  seem  strange  to  identify  ly  people-oriented  ministers  will  have  gard,  director  of  religious  education 

this  as  a  future  trend  for  religious  troubte  performing  administrative  for  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 

educators,  but  it  is  surely  so,”  Piland  responsibilities,  SImhI  said.  Oklahoma. 

told  300  persems  attending  a  meeting  Short  suggested  ministers  seek  to  SBREA  also  elected  Merle  Basden 

of  the  Southern  Baptist  Religious  find  out  more  about  their  “personal!-  as  its  executive  director.  Basden,  a  '  Elim  Church,  Quitman,  will 

Educatim  Association.  ty  styles  an(l  strengths”  through  per-  retired  director  of  religious  education  celebrate  its  ISO  years,  June  26. 

Piland  also  saw  an  increased  em-  sonality  tests.  Ministers  can  then  at-  for  the  Ihrrant  Baptist  Association  in  A  (xtigram  has  been  planned  for  the 

phasis  on  the  Bible  and  theology.  tempt  to  compensate  for  personality  Port  Worth,  has  been  interim  ex-  day  beginning  with  singing. 

While  Piland  doesn’t  see  “less  em-  weaknesses,  he  said.  ecuUve  director  since  January.  testimonies,  and  fellowship  at  10  a.m. 

phasis  upon  education  methodology,”  A  congregation’fe  ministry.  Short  He  succeeds  Elaine  Dickson  of  C.  B.  Hamlett  III  will  bring  the 

he  stres^  religious  educators  must  noted,  must  also  include  diverse  types  Nashville  who  resigned  from  her  part-  messageatthella.m.worshipser- 

be  grounded  in  a  knowledge  of  the  Bi-  of  people.  time  position.  vice.  Lunch  will  be  so’ved  at  noon, 

ble  and  theology.  “God  gifts  the  congregation.  It's  the  SBREA  presented  the  Distinguish-  Afternoon  program  will  be  comments 

“A  well-qualified  minister  of  educa-  right  mix  of  gifts.  We  must  be  astute  ed  Leadership  Award  to  Alma  Hunt  by  ordained  ministers  from  Elim 
tion  (who  integrates)  the  Bible,  enough  to  put  people  in  the  right  posi-  who  for  many  years  was  executive  Church,  former  pastors  of  Elim 
theology,  and  education  will  have  a  far  tions  to  serve  God  together.”  director  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Church,  fomser  pastors’ wives,  and  a 

greater  acceptance  on  a  larger  plat-  In  a  business  session.  Bob  Eld  Woman’s  Missionary  Union.  message  by  Archie  McIntyre,  pastor. 


Elim  Church, 
Quitman,  will 
celebrate  150th 


cor5C< 


